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Quotable Quotes... 


C.H. Spurgeon 

“Oh! men and brethren, what 
would this heart feel if | could 
but believe that there were 
some among you who would 
go home and pray for a re- 
vival — men whose faith is 
large enough, and their love 
fiery enough to lead them 
from this moment to exercise 
unceasing intercessions that 
God would appear among us 
and do wondrous things here, 
as in the times of former gen- 
erations.” 


Andrew Bonar 

“Revivals begin with God's 
own people; the Holy Spirit 
touches their heart anew, and 
gives them new fervor and 
compassion, and zeal, new 
light and life, and when He 
has thus come to you, He 
next goes forth to the valley 
of dry bones...Oh, what re- 
sponsibility this lays on the 
Church of God! If you grieve 
Him away from yourselves, or 
hinder His visit, then the poor 
perishing world suffers sorely! 


From the Editor... 


WE SEE A VERY CLEAR PICTURE in Scripture of the Church 
that does not rely on God's strength but on their capabilities 
and dependence. We see a picture of the mighty Samson who 
was used mightily of God before the Philistines. But alas let us 
read how the story ends: “And he awoke out of his sleep, and 
said, I will go out as at other times as before, and shake myself. 
And he wist not that the Lord was departed from him. But the 
Philistines took him and put out his eyes, and brought him to 
Gaza and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in 
the prison house.” Oh tragedy of tragedies! “he wist not” Samson did not realize that the 
power of God had completely left him! Do we realize that God’s manifest presence has left the 


North American Church? 


A.B. Simpson 

“The chief danger of the 
Church today is that it is try- 
ing to get on the same side as 
the world, instead of turning 
the world upside down. Our 
Master expects us to accom- 
plish results, even if they 
bring opposition and conflict. 
Anything is better than com- 
promise, apathy, and paraly- 
sis. God give to us an intense 
cry for the old-time power of 
the Gospel and the Holy 
Ghost!” 


We are incapable of reaching this generation of lost souls without God no matter what mis- 


sion organization statistics are saying in our day. We need to repent from any Laodicean spirit 
in us that says: “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing...” Oh how we 
are in need of much today, we are missing the glory of God and a measure of Him that we 
never even realized that we could possess. There are very few people who realize what God 
has done in the past and what He can do today. The words in the book of Judges God speaks 
to us and shows us the condition of our day also: “and there arose another generation after 
them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.” We have 
people that know God even in the evangelical sense but have lost the sense of the beauty and 
majesty and awesome terribleness of our God. The fear of God has been lost as God said: 
“Fear ye not me? saith the Lord.” 


We need to come to the place of where the old apostolic church was. The “Modern Church” 
with all its gadgets and computery will never change this world that in bondage to sin with- 
out forceful believing preaching of the simple truths of the gospel. The world does not need 
some new thing, or new spiritual answer, they need a old one! The preaching of the cross and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit is the crying need of our day. It is 
not too late to turn around this generation, God is looking for men. Preach the cross, preach 
the blood, preach the resurrection with the old apostolic martyr Spirit, nothing else will do. 


In Christ, 


Greg Gordon 


William P. Nicholson 

“With some men it would 
seem, if they could control 
God's operations and ma- 
nipulate His actions they 
might tolerate a revival; but to 
allow God a free hand, fills 
them with righteous indigna- 
tion and horror. If only God 
would consent to become an 
‘ecclesiastic' and respect 
their dignity and decorum and 
beautiful order of service and 
ways of running the Church, 
they might condescend to 
have a revival.” 


Vision 


C.H. Spurgeon 

"A church in the land without 
the Spirit is rather a curse 
than a blessing. If you have 
not the Spirit of God, Chris- 
tian worker, remember that 
you stand in somebody else's 
way; you are a fruitless tree 
standing where a fruitful tree 
might grow." 


“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they 
said, we will not walk therein.” -Jeremiah 6:16 
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The Need For Prayer 
Ministry 

NOW THIS MEANS THAT we must recognize that 
where but two or three gather into the Name, where 
it cannot be more, there is nothing merely local 
about such coming together in prayer, but that the 
farthest ranges of the Lord's interests can be ad- 
vanced, helped, ministered to, by the twos and 
threes. If it is possible for more to gather, then the 
Lord desires that, but it is ministry to the Lord by 
prayer for which He looks to us. We must see to it 
that it is our first, our primary business to pray. It is 
strange that so many more will come to conference 
meetings than to prayer meetings! Is the mentality 
behind that, that it is far more important to hear 
teaching than it is to pray? Would it not be a great 
day and represent some tremendous advance spiri- 
tually, something unique, if the prayer gatherings 
were bigger than the biggest conference gatherings, 
or at least as big as the biggest? 


Let us lay this to heart! Remember that the enemy is 
always seeking to destroy the essential purpose of 
the House of God. "Ye have made it a den of rob- 
bers." That was one attempt of his to put out the real 
purpose by changing the whole character of things. 
God forbid that anything like that should be true in 
our case, but it is just possible to allow the primary 
thing to take a secondary place. The primary thing 
is prayer for all peoples. That, the Lord says, is what 
His House is for, and that is our real ministry. We 
cannot all be in the ministry of the Word, but we can 
all be in this ministry. We can all be in spirit out to 
the Lord for the interests of His Name. 


There seems to be weakness and failure along this 
line: that we are not functioning in prayer to the 
point of seeing things through. We pray about many 
things, and we preach many things, but we do not 
see them through in prayer, and the Lord's Name is 
involved in that. 


T. Austin Sparks (1888-1971) - Left behind a treas- 
ury of messages and articles full of wisdom and reve- 
lation of Christ. A famous preacher from England that 
influenced the famous Watchman Nee. 


- 
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A Praying Ministry 
Successful 


THE PRINCIPAL CAUSE OF my leanness and un- 
fruitfulness is owing to an unaccountable back- 
wardness to pray. I can write or read or converse or 
hear with a ready heart; but prayer is more spiritual 
and inward than any of these, and the more spiri- 
tual any duty is the more my carnal heart is apt to 
start from it. Prayer and patience and faith are never 
disappointed. I have long since learned that if ever I 
was to be a minister faith and prayer must make me 
one. When I can find my heart in frame and liberty 
for prayer, everything else is comparatively easy. -- 
Richard Newton 


It may be put down as a spiritual axiom that in 
every truly successful ministry prayer is an evident 
and controlling force -- evident and controlling in 
the life of the preacher, evident and controlling in 
the deep spirituality of his work. A ministry may be 
a very thoughtful ministry without prayer; the 
preacher may secure fame and popularity without 
prayer; the whole machinery of the preacher's life 
and work may be run without the oil of prayer or 
with scarcely enough to grease one cog; but no min- 
istry can be a spiritual one, securing holiness in the 
preacher and in his people, without prayer being 
made an evident and controlling force. God's true 
preachers have been distinguished by one great 
feature: they were men of prayer. Differing often in 
many things, they have always had a common cen- 
ter. They may have started from different points, 
and traveled by different roads, but they converged 
to one point: they were one in prayer. God to there 
was the center of attraction, and prayer was the path 
that led to God. These men prayed not occasionally, 
not a little at regular or at odd times; but they so 
prayed that their prayers entered into and shaped 
their characters; they so prayed as to affect their 
own lives and the lives of others; they so prayed as 
to make the history of the Church and influence the 
current of the times.. 


E.M. Bounds (1835-1913) - A Methodist ministry 
used by God to write many book on prayer which have 
become classical works. His chief work is the book 
“Power Through Prayer”. 


Prayer A Divine Ne- 
cessity 


"Be earnest and unwearied in prayer, being on the alert in 
it, and in your giving of thanks...” Col. iv. 2. Weymouth. 


THE GREAT THING THAT MAKES the difference 
is not the service, not the life, but God's touch upon 
them. God always needs human agency. He must 
have someone to use always. The greatest thing 
anybody can do is to pray, but it is not the only 
thing, but it is the first thing, and the chief thing. 


If God can do things without prayer in the church, 
why does He not carry them out in His own time 
instead of delays and hindrances?...And why does 
God lay a complaint against the church that she 
does not pray?...Why did Christ say, "Pray ye the 
Lord of the Harvest to send forth labourers?" Why 
did He not send them apart from prayer? There is 
value in the expression of prayer. What is the mean- 
ing of "Ye have not because ye ask not"? Is it God's 
unwillingness—i.e., you shall not "get" if you do not 
ask? Or is it that God sees the need, and He cannot 
meet the need, until the prayer is made? 


The cycle of prayer moves in this wise: (1) God 
wants a thing done; (2) He moves the believer to 
pray that that thing might be done; (3) God does it 
in answer to that prayer... There is a thought abroad 
in the church: "Oh! God works so slowly." He does 
not. HE WORKS ACCORDING TO THE PRAYERS 
OF THE CHURCH, and according as there is co- 
operation with Him. Did God work very slowly in 
Egypt in delivering the bound nation? He did not. 
He worked for a prolonged season in getting the 
instrument ready in the wilderness—forty 
years....God's work is rapidly done when the in- 
struments see to it that the divine conditions are 
fulfilled. There must be conformity to the laws of 
God before God can work; and according to the 
absolute conformity to God's will and laws there is a 
fulness of operation. 


Watchman Nee (1903-1972) - Started a movement 

of churches in China in the early 1900’s. Wrote many 
profound books that still are cherished in our modern 
day church. 
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The Modern Churen 


“But there 1s a proper intolerance, and the New Testament Church had it. They 


were intolerant of any way of salvation except Jesus Christ...” 


What Is Wrong With The Church? 


IT IS VERY FASHIONABLE nowadays to ask, 
"What is wrong with the Church?" It is no new sub- 
ject. There has always been something or other 
wrong with the professing church, and there have 
always been speakers aplenty to discuss it. Unfortu- 
nately, their speaking usually relieves only the 
speaker and not the situation. One is reminded of 
the soap-box orator in London some years ago. He 
was lambasting the government with a vengeance. 
Somebody asked a policeman: "Why don't you do 
something with him?" "Oh, leave 'im alone," the 
bobby replied, "It relieves 'im and it don't 'urt us." 


I venture to suggest three characteristics of the New 
Testament Church that are out of style today. There 
are other marks of the Early Church that are also out 
of style, but one cannot cover everything in one 
message. I think that if we seriously considered 
these lost characteristics and recovered them we 
would be a long way toward answering the ques- 
tion, "What is wrong with the Church?" 


The New Testament Church was an intolerant 
church. At once we throw ourselves open to a 
broadside of protest. "Intolerant" is a scandalous 
word to use these days, for if there is anything that 
is in style among our "progressive" churches it is 
that word "tolerance." You would think that intoler- 
ance was the unpardonable sin. We are majoring as 
never in all church history on being broad-minded. 
That we have become so broad we have become also 
pitifully shallow never seems to disturb us. We must 
"broaden or bust." Of course, some experts in toler- 
ance can be amazingly intolerant of those who do 
not share their broad-mindedness, but that does not 
disturb them either. There is, of course, a false, 
pharasaic intolerance that has no place in a true 
church. And one encounters it again and again 
among conservative Christians. It has brought about 
the remark that the modernists are arid and the 
fundamentalists are acrid, that the former lack clar- 
ity and the latter charity. It has nicknamed the fun- 
damentalists "feudamentalists" and gotten them a 
reputation for spending so much time sniping at 


each other that they have little time left to go after 
the devil. 


But there is a proper intolerance, and the New Tes- 
tament Church had it. They were intolerant of any 
way of salvation except Jesus Christ. "Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved" (Acts 4:12). That makes it straight 
and narrow, and it isn't what you are hearing in 
some localities these days. You are hearing that 
Jesus is the best way but that other ways are good 
and will lead to God just the same. Union meetings 
of Catholics, Protestants, and Jews create the im- 
pression that a general faith in God is enough with- 
out specific faith in Christ. Now, that cannot be true 
if no man comes to the Father but by Christ. The 
devils believe that there is one God and tremble: 
men believe it and do not even tremble, but expect 
to reach heaven by theism instead of by Calvary. 


The New Testament Church was also intolerant of 
anything that threatened to compromise this Gospel 
of No Other Name. In Galatia men tried to mix in a 
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little legalism, and in Colosse they were slipping in 


a bit of false mysticism -- and Paul would have none 


of it. He could have said nothing about it. I am sure 
that some of the false teach- 
ers must have accused him 
of seeing bugaboos and 
hobgoblins. He could have 
told Timothy to play ball 
with the apostates of his 
day, but, instead, he wrote, 
"From such turn away." He 
advised Titus to reject a 
heretic after the first and 
second admonition, which 
sounds uncomfortably in- 
tolerant. And even the gen- 
tle John forbad hospitality to those who abode not 
in the doctrine of Christ, asserting that "he that bids 
him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." To be 
sure, we are not advised to baw] him out and throw 
stones after him until he is out of sight: but neither 
is there any encouragement for that fashionable 
modern fellowship with unbelievers. 


OMe” 


Intolerant Of Sin 


The New Testament Church was intolerant of sin in 
its midst. When serious trouble first showed up in 
Ananias and Sapphira it was dealt with in sudden 
and certain terms. When immorality cropped out in 
Corinth Paul delivered the offender to the devil for 
the destruction of his flesh. It was in line with our 
Lord's teaching on discipline in the eighteenth chap- 
ter of Matthew. To be sure, it was to be done in love 
and tenderness, and the brother overtaken in a fault 
was to be restored by the spiritual ones, and Paul 
was quick to recommend the restoration of the Cor- 
inthian brother. But, still, sin was not to be glossed 
over and excused as we condone it today in our 
churches until liars, gamblers, drunkards, and di- 
vorcees fill prominent places in Sunday schools and 
on boards and have never as much as heard that we 
must be clean who bear the vessels of the Lord. We 
have let the camel get his foot in the door and then 
his head, until now the whole camel is inside and 
along with him other animals far more unsavory. 
Peter added even hogs and dogs to our spiritual 
zoology, and the lambs today are so mixed with 
every other species that what was once a sheepfold 
has become a zoo. Our Lord warned us that the 
shepherd who did not stand his ground when the 
wolves appeared was only a hireling. We are bidden 
to feed His sheep but not to feed wolves. I grant you 
that it is often a complicated problem and can be 
handled only on one's knees. But we are paying an 
awful price today for our sweet tolerance of sin 
within the Church. If the church of the Acts had 
overlooked iniquity and by-passed evil and smil- 
ingly looked the other way while the devil sneaked 
into every phase of her life as we have done today, 
Christianity would have died in infancy. 


The New Testament Church had a healthy, holy 
intolerance. It got somewhere because it started out 
on a narrow road and stuck to it. It might easily 


“They were intolerant of 
any way of salvation ex- 
cept Jesus Christ. ‘Neither 
is there salvation in any 


H E o L oO P A T UH 


have taken up a dozen wide boulevards and ended 
in destruction. We face the peril of the wide gate 
and the broad way today, and it tantalizes us all the 
more because "many enter 
through it." We were told a 
long time ago that "few 
there be" who take the S. 
and N., the Straight and 
Narrow. We Americans 
especially are gregarious; 
we like to run with the 
crowd. We had rather be 
called almost anything on 
earth than narrow; yet our 
Lord chose the adjective, 
and faithfulness to Him will 
prove that it still fits today. 


The Early Church “Exclusive” 


Iam sure that there were those who called the Early 
Church "exclusive," and predicted that it would 
never get anywhere until it became inclusive. "Ex- 
clusive" is another word that is anathema today and 
has been shoved into the limbo of the outmoded, 
along with "intolerant" and "narrow." But the New 
Testament Church was the most exclusive fellow- 
ship on earth. It was not just a society of people with 
good intentions. It was not a club for improving the 
old Adam. It was a fellow- 
ship of people who believed 
in Jesus Christ as the one 
and only Saviour. It seemed 
not to have a chance in the 
face of the great Roman 
world. It could easily have 
let down the bars and taken 
in all sorts of religiously 
minded folk, but it stuck to 
"Jesus Only." 


People didn't join this 

church carelessly. They were 

afraid to. There was a holy awe that kept Tom, Dick, 
and Harry at a distance. People didn't rush into this 
fellowship just because it was the nice thing to do. It 
meant something to unite with this crowd. There 
was a holy repulsion, and I know of nothing that the 
church needs more today. It is the last thing we 
think we need. We are always trying to attract. Our 
programs, prizes, picnics, and pulpit pyrotechnics 
are aimed at drawing the people in. Here was a 
church that made people stand back! We have ca- 
tered to the world, we have let the world slap the 
church on the back in coarse familiarity. Here was a 
church that prospered by repelling! 


Taking A Stand Today 


You will observe that all this followed on the heels 
of the death of Ananias and Sapphira. If the church 
took a stand today on sins within; if we thundered 
out, as Peter did here, against lying to the Holy 
Spirit, it would make the world stand at a respectful 
distance, and the fear of God would fall on a genera- 
tion that laughs at the church. What was the sin of 
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“It meant something to 
unite. There was a holy 
repulsion, and I know of 
nothing that the church 
needs more today...” 


Ss 


Ananias and Sapphira? They pretended to make a 
full consecration which was not real. And are not 
our churches filled with men and women who sing, 
"I surrender all," when they have not surrendered 
anything? The church is cluttered with people who 
should never have joined. She already has too many 
of the kind she has. We need a holy repulsion. You 
don't have to be different to be a church-member 
now. There is little about the average church to 
make men stand back in reverence. In other days we 
at least had church discipline. I can recall the old 
Saturday church meetings, when Ananias and Sap- 
phira were dealt with. Some mistakes were made 
but there was a healthy regard for the sanctity of the 
church. When the church takes a stand, it repels 
careless "joiners." 


Recover The Power Of God 


God help us, as Christians and churches, to recover 
the power of God among us until a holy awe shall 
rest upon us. God help us to deal with sin until men 
shall be afraid to lie to the Holy Spirit. When we do, 
outsiders will not dare to join us; the people will 
magnify us; believers will be added to the Lord. 
Today we Christians are living, for the most part, on 
the momentum with which the New Testament 
Church started and on fresh waves of momentum 
started since through others who were sensational 
in their day. Savonarola 
and Luther and Knox and 
Wesley and Whitefield 
and Moody let nobody go 
to sleep in their vicinity. 
Intolerant, unpopular, 
sensational, such was the 
New Testament Church. 
And so will we be if we 
dare to follow in that 
train. What kind of people 
were these New Testament 
Christians? They believed 
in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. They did not 
live on a memory; they believed in One who had 
died, had risen and was coming again. They were 
filled with the Spirit. They were living a supernatu- 
ral life in this present world. They were all wit- 
nesses. To them a missionary was not somebody to 
visit the church now and then to talk about Africa or 
China. Every Christian was a missionary. 


Let us try that today, and something will happen. 
Personal faith in a risen, coming Christ. The infilling 
of the Spirit, our duty and privilege, as we yield all, 
receive, trust, and obey. The daily practice of Gala- 
tians 2:20, living by the faith of the Son of God. 
Every Christian a missionary. Let a few in any 
church start living that, and the impact will shake 
the community. For that is the way it started. 


Vance Havner (1901-1986) - Vance Havner started 
preaching at 14, and didn’t stop ‘til he went to glory! 
He is one of the most quoted evangelical speakers in 
the 20th century. 


Prayete Speaking to God 
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uch, how much 
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Fellowship With God 


COMMUNICATION WITH GOD is a 
two-way matter. We hear God speak- 
ing to us through His Word first. And 
then we speak to Him.But prayer is 
not just making requests to God. A 
primary part of prayer should be hav- 
ing fellowship with God, like a bride 
with her bridegroom. There are no 
rules on how a bride should speak to 
her bridegroom. 


But as a discipline, it's good for our 
prayers to consist of: (i) praise to our 
Father for Who He is; (ii) confession of 
sin and failure; (iii) petitions concern- 
ing the kingdom of God; (iv) petitions 
concerning our own needs; (v) inter- 
cession for the needs of others; (vi) 
thanksgiving for what God has done; 
and (vii) thanksgiving for what God 
will do. 


oy 
esus example shows: ts ro important prayer Js. 
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Jesus told us to "pray at all times" (Lk. 
18:1). 


~ 
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A Good Habit 


A good habit to develop is to learn to 
speak to God about the little things of 
daily life - and thus to be in a spirit of 
prayer throughout the day. Thus, 
speaking to God will become a joy for 
us and not a ritual. We'll also find that 
God speaks to us in our hearts in sur- 
prising ways.But these are just the 
kindergarten-lessons in the school of 
prayer. We can progress further if we 
are faithful. In any case, prayer should 
never be allowed to degenerate into a 
dry, empty ritual. Prayer is like breath- 
ing. When our breathing becomes 
difficult for us, then we know that 
something is wrong! Prayer was never 
meant by God to be dry or boring. 


Te 


But as we progress, we will find that 
prayer becomes hard work. If we are 
faithful with the little burdens God 
lays on our heart to pray about, we'll 
find that God gives us more and more 
of His burdens. Thus we can become 
co-workers with God, in His work of 
blessing others. Jesus prayed “with 
loud crying and tears' (Heb. 5:7). Once 
when He prayed in Gethsemane, His 
sweat became like great drops of 
blood (Lk. 22:44). His praying was so 
intense. Once He spent a whole night 
in prayer (Lk. 6:12). He had a habit of 
slipping off frequently into the wil- 
derness to pray (Lk. 5:16). As someone 
has said "Like tourists look for sights 
to see, whenever they come to a new 
place, Jesus always looked for a quiet 
place to pray wherever He went." 


Fight The Battle 


needed to 


pray so 


d I need to fight the battle against laziness 


Jesus' example shows us how impor- 
tant prayer is. If He needed to pray so 
much, how much more you and I need 
to. Fight the battle against laziness 
then, and determine to be a man/ 
woman of prayer at any cost. 


New Covenant Church? 


The primary mark of a new-covenant 
church is that God is present in its 
midst. When the church comes to- 
gether, and everyone prophesies un- 
der the anointing of the Holy Spirit, 
those who come to the meeting should 
be convicted of their sins and ac- 
knowledge that God is present in the 
meeting (1 Cor.14:24,25).. 


Zac Poonen - Bro. Zac Poonen was 
formerly an Indian Naval Officer who 
has been serving the Lord in India now 
for over 40 years. 
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Prayer 
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Is Possible With God! 


WHEN JESUS SAID THAT it is hard 
for rich people to enter the Kingdom, 
the disciples responded, "Then who 
can be saved?" Jesus seemed to take 
away all potential for harvest. But 
actually, what he was doing was lay- 
ing a new basis for potential. He an- 
swers, "What is impossible with men 
is possible with God" (Luke 18:24-27). 
If there is going to be harvest time at 
Bethlehem it will not be because there 
are so many competent communica- 
tors. The harvest we want is impossi- 
ble with men. New birth is a miracle. 
Our goal isn't a big church or fancy 
statistical charts. Our goal is to see 
God do the impossible through fail- 
ures like us. That is the way it has 
happened in history and that is how it 
will happen again. In God's time, he 
will perform the miracle of harvest 


Fee 
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and it will be marvelous in our eyes. 
"You shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
(then!) you shall be my witnesses 
(harvesters!) 


Pray It In 


Not only did Jesus find a privation 
among the people, and feel compas- 
sion and see a potential harvest, he 
also commanded us to pray it in. "The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few, therefore pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest" (verse 38). The strangeness of 
this command points to something 
very important. It is strange that the 
farm hands should be told to beg the 
owner of the farm to send out more 
workers into his harvest. Surely Jesus 
doesn't mean to imply that God 
doesn't know there is a shortage of 
reapers! And surely he doesn't mean 
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that God doesn't care whether the 
harvest comes in! Why then are the 
farm hands told to beg the farmer to 
get more help? 


A Great Movement Of Prayer 


There is only one possible answer. 
God has willed that his miraculous 
work of harvesting be preceded by 
prayer. He loves to bless the world. 
But even more, he loves to bless the 
world in answer to prayer. It is God's 
way before he does a great work to 
pour a Spirit of supplication upon his 


people so that they plead for the work. 


Therefore, the sign that God is going 
to bring in the harvest at Bethlehem 
will be a widespread movement of 
prayer among you people. If in re- 
sponse to this message there is no new 
movement to pray then I will not be 
encouraged to expect 1982 to be the 
year of harvest. I would press on to 


At Harvest Time: Now 


“The harvest we want ts, in any case, impossible with men. The potential all lies 
with God. ‘What is impossible with men ts possible with God.’...” 


? 
PA, 


labor in the word and hope that per- 
haps after another year of humbling 
me and purifying me, God might be 
pleased to answer my prayer. But if in 
his sovereign kindness, he pours out 
upon you the Spirit of compassion 
and supplication and there is a great 
movement of prayer, then I would 
begin to count the days till harvest 
begins. 


We must look not to our failures and 
incompetencies. The harvest we want 
is, in any case, impossible with men. 
The potential all lies with God. "What 
is impossible with men is possible 
with God." 


John Piper - John Piper is the Pastor 
for Preaching at Bethlehem Baptist 
Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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The Prayer Meeting Is Dead! 


“Oh to realize and understand that the Church of God is a praying Church. 


Prayer is everything, without tt we fail...” 


Apostolic Praying 


AS WE LOOK TO THE BIBLICAL account of the 
book of Acts we see the striking theme of prayer 
throughout its testimony. We see in it apostolic 
prayer that depends on God that is desperate before 
God. The Church was founded in prayer, it began at 
a prayer meeting in the upper room in Jerusalem. 
The Church began in prayer was sustained in prayer 
and continues in prayer to this day. If a people are 
not praying they are straying. If prayer is not para- 
mount and prominent then we are paralyzed and 
powerlessness. “We live move and have our being 
in God”, in communion and prayer with God. When 
we begin to see a drift from the success of the book 
of Acts in our modern day Church attempts we will 
also see a straying from this foundational principle 
of prayer. 


There was prayer with unity, “these all continued 
with one accord.” There was praying with the Spirit, 
“they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.” There 
was praying with godly fear, “fear came upon every 
soul.” They prayed daily, “they continued daily 


with one accord.” They prayed with thanksgiving, 
“Praising God.” Their prayers were answered, “the 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved.” They prayed with authority, “but such as I 
have I give thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Naz- 
areth rise up and walk.” They prayed in unison, 
“they lifted up their voice to God with one accord.” 
They prayed with expectation, “grant unto thy ser- 
vants.” They prayed with belief, “and the multitude 
of them that believed were of one heart and one 
soul.” They prayed continually, “we will give our- 
selves continually to prayer.” They prayed desper- 
ately, “as they stoned Stephen, calling upon God.” 


Oh to realize and understand that the Church of 
God is a praying Church. Prayer is everything, 
without it we fail. Leonard Ravenhill spoke to this 
situation in the modern day Church in these words: 
“The ugly fact is that altar fires are either out or 
burning very low. The prayer meeting is dead or 
dying. By our attitude to prayer we tell God that 
what was begun in the Spirit we can finish in the 
flesh.” Never has the most important work been left 


to so few. There needs to a reviving of some aspects 
of prayer in the Church in our day namely praying 
with urgency, prayer that is effectual and to pray 
persistently. All of such characterize the spirit of 
prayer found upon the apostolic believers in the 
book of Acts. 


Urgent Prayer 


We are to pray with a sense of urgency. God has 
reminded me of an quote from a book by Chuck 
Smith which says: "Today, we are living in desperate 
times. Yet, the Church is not desperate before God in 
prayer.” If anyone looks at the state of the world and 
of our lives in the light of scripture and church his- 
tory there definitely is something wrong. We are not 
living with a sense of urgency for the lost, for our 
life's to be radically devoted to God, and for God's 
kingdom to come to this earth. When our Lord Jesus 
prayed the words: "Thy Kingdom come." They were 
not words that were placid but rather they were a 
fervent desiring of this thing to actually happen and 
for the words just prayed to actually move that 
reality closer. 
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Prior to the welsh revival outbreak in 1904 God was 
moving and speaking to many hearts. One of those 
hearts was of Rev. Jenkins in Wales. Here is an ac- 
count of this preacher: "The 
Rev. Joseph Jenkins had 
been deeply concerned 
about the lack of anointing 
in his own preaching, 
which compelled him to 
desperately seek a deeper 
life in Christ. Andrew Mur- 
ray's book, 'With Christ in 
the School of Prayer’ came 
into his possession and 
moved him greatly at this 
time. He became increas- 
ingly burdened by the indifference among the 
Christians around him and the apathy of the young 
people in his own church. He exhorted them ear- 
nestly to obey the Spirit." This preacher caught the 
urgency of the hour and condition of the church. 
This burden and urgency needs to have its outlet in 
prayer, praying earnestly for the moving of God's 
spirit. 


This hunger to pray for God's working in our hearts 
and in the life's of others really needs to be prac- 
ticed. Personally the Lord has given me these two 
prayers as my own heart's cry for this reality to 
happen: "Teach us to be praying men." and the 
prayer, "Kindle the altar of prayer again Lord." Oh 
for a praying church, urgent to see God move on 
behalf of man. "And I sought for a man among 
them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in 
the gap before me for the land, that I should not 
destroy it: but I found none." (Ezekiel 22:30). The 
apostles had a sense of urgency in their prayers. 
They experienced distresses, troubles, persecutions, 
yet they prayed with urgency to God. They prayed 
believing it was the last hour and the night was fast 
coming upon them. Do you sense the urgency of the 
hour? 


Effectual Prayer 


We are to pray believing that it is effectual. "But 
without faith it is impossible to please him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." 
Does that smart? are you seeing answers to prayer? 
or are you not "diligently" seeking Him? Jesus gives 
the edict out to his disciples, seek, knock, ask and ye 
shall! Not you might, but "ye shall." What comfort 
that gives us that we serve a God that if we call out 
to Him; He will hear and answer. God is waiting for 
His church to call upon Him with faith, believing 
that He will answer and effectual work on behalf of 
the prayers of the church. God has not left the 
church to work on its own but rather that we are to 
depend wholly on Him and that dependence is to be 
through the agent of prayer in the life of the church. 


"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. Elias was a man subject to like pas- 
sions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it 


“Ah for one hundred 
praying Elijah’s again to 
shake a city and for God 
to be glorified...” 
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might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the 
space of three years and six months. and he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit." In 
simple vernacular it was 
said that Elijah was just 
like us in every aspect and 
if we pray we can have the 
same results as Elijah. No- 
tice that the prayers of the 
righteous man availeth 
much, not the prayers of 
the backslidden Christian 
or the unbeliever. Praying 
"fervently" shows to God 
that the prayers and things 
prayed for matter to us and that we believe they can 
be answered. To show affection and emotion in 
prayer is somewhat required if we are looking to 
this text as our guide-map to effectual prayer. Ah for 
one hundred praying Elijah's again to shake a city 
and for God to be glorified. Are we just seeking for 
prayer that avails or “avails much”? Aren't we 
criminal brethren having such a small conception of 
what God can and wants to do in our generation. 
Oh Lord allow our praying to be effectual! 


Persistent Prayer 


We are to pray persistently. The radically sold out 
brother Singh in India declared many years ago to a 
sleepy church: "Some people become tired at the 
end of ten minutes or half an hour of prayer. What 
will they do when they have 
to spend Eternity in the 
presence of God? We must 
begin the habit here and 
become used to being 

with God." The Church of 
God was making persis- 
tent petitions to God on 
behalf of the Apostle Peter 
who was in jail. The Scrip- 
tures are recorded as say- 
ing: “but prayer was 

made without ceasing of 
the church unto God for 
him.” All-night prayer meeting to God for their 
beloved pastor! not relenting till God move and do 
the miraculous. Our prayer are not near to these, 
when is the last time you heard of a group of people 
covenanting to pray till they see God answer. Oh for 
persistent praying, for Holy Ghost men filled a holy 
stubborn persistence. 


How much depends on this type of prayer and how 
lost it seems amongst us. Hear the saintly Samuel 
Brengle on this much needed type of prayer: “The 
great battles, the battles that decide our destiny and 
the destiny of generations yet unborn, are not 
fought on public platforms, but in the lonely hours 
of the night and in moments of agony. All great 
soul-winners have been men of much and mighty 
prayer, and all great revivals have been preceded 
and carried out by persevering, prevailing knee- 


“He will hear and answer. 
God is waiting for His 
church to call upon Him 
with faith, believing that 
He will answer...” 


Ss 


work in the closet.” Oh dear reader will you answer 
this call to “work”? Yes prayer is work and only 
those that are willing to soil their knees will be in 
the apostolic category with God. Consider the tradi- 
tion of the Apostle James praying till his knees were 
like camels with massive calluses and lumps. Oh he 
ruined his knees for God, he died to his ambitions to 
be the next sport athlete or marathon runner. He ran 
on his knees in prayer counting the cost. 


The Sacrifice Of Time 


John Mott gave this challenge before a student con- 
vention: “The men that will change the colleges and 
seminaries here represented are the men that will 
spend the most time alone with God... It takes time 
for the fires to burn. It takes time for God to draw 
near and for us to know that He is there. It takes 
time to assimilate His truth. You ask me, How much 
time? I do not know. I know it means time enough 
to forget time.” Are we going to count this cost or 
are we so busy with the things of the world that we 
cannot afford the time for God. Leonard Ravenhill 
stated in his old age: “The one thing I know I can 
say is I gave God my time.” Hear the admonition 
from the scholarly Horatius Bonar: “Up, then, with 
speed, and work; Fling ease and self away- This is 
no time for thee to sleep- Up, watch, and work, and 


pray!” 


"A young man in Bible school offered to help David 
Wilkerson years ago when he was ministering on 
the streets of New York City. Wilkerson asked him 
how much time he spent in prayer. The young stu- 
dent estimated about 20 
minutes a day. Wilkerson 
told him, "Go back, young 
man. Go back for a month 
and pray two hours a day, 
every day for 30 days. When 
you've done that, come 
back. Come back, and I 
might consider turning you 
loose on the streets where 
there is murder, rape, vio- 
lence and danger...If I sent 
you out now on 20 minutes a 
day, I'd be sending a soldier into battle without any 
weapons, and you would get killed." And Herein is 
where the reading stops and we "go forward on our 
knees." May God give each one that reads this a 
sense of the divine responsibility to pray aright and 
fully as which pleases God. Apostolic praying needs 
to be our possession in these terrible days. 


Greg Gordon (1979 - Present) - Founder of 
sermonindex.net ministry. His desire is to pray for 
and see society changing revival in North America. 
Currently living in Victoria, Canada. 
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Perilous Times 


“With great judgments will plead with iepopulation of this country. Great 
darkness is coming upon the countries that have heard my gospel...” 


Warning Of Imminent Dangers 


“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come.” II Timothy 3:1 


THE WORDS CONTAIN A warning of imminent 
dangers. And there are four things in them: First, the 
manner of the warning: "This know also," Secondly, 
the evil itself that they are warned of: "Perilous 
times." Thirdly, the way of their introduction: "They 
shall come." Fourthly, the time and season of it: 
"They shall come in the last days." 


The Manner Of The Warning 


First. The manner of the warning: "This know also" - 
"Thou Timothy, unto the other instructions which I 
have given thee how to behave thyself in the house 
of God, whereby thou mayest be set forth as a pat- 
tern unto all gospel ministers in future ages, I must 
also add this, 'This know also." It belongs to thy duty 
and office to know and consider the impending 
judgments that are coming upon churches." And so, 
as a justification of my present design, if God enable 


me unto it, I shall here premise that it is the duty of 
the ministers of the gospel to foresee and take notice 
of the dangers which the churches are falling into. 
And the Lord help us, and all other ministers, to be 
awakened unto this part of our duty! You know 
how God sets it forth (Ezekiel 33) in the parable of 
the watchman, to warn men of approaching dan- 
gers. And truly God hath given us this law: If we 
warn the churches of their approaching dangers, we 
discharge our duty; if we do not, their blood will be 
required at our hands. The Spirit of God forsaw 
negligence apt to grow upon us in this matter; and 
therefore the Scripture only proposeth duty on the 
one hand and on the other requires the people's 
blood at the hands of the watchmen, if they perform 
not their duty. So speaks the prophet Isaiah, chap. 
21, vs. 8, "He cried, A lion: My lord, I stand continu- 
ally upon the watch-tower." A lion is an emblem of 
approaching judgment. "The lion hath roared; who 
can but tremble?" saith the prophet Amos. It is the 
duty of ministers of the gospel to give warning of 
impending dangers. 


Again: the apostle, in speaking unto Timothy, 
speaks unto us also, to us all, "This know ye also." It 
is the great concern of all Christian professors and 
believers, of all churches, to have their hearts very 
much fixed upon present and approaching dangers. 
We have inquired so long about signs, tokens, and 
evidences of deliverance, and I know not what, that 
we have almost lost the benefit of all our trials, af- 
flictions, and persecutions. The duty of all believers 
is, to be intent upon present and imminent dangers. 
"O Lord," say the disciples, Matt. 24, "what shall be 
the sign of thy coming?" They were fixed upon His 
coming. Our Savior answers, "I will tell you: 


Abounding Errors and False Teachers 


There shall be an abounding of errors and false 
teachers: many shall say, 'Lo here is Christ,’ and, ‘Lo, 
there is Christ.' There shall be an apostasy from 
holiness: ‘iniquity shall abound, and the love of 
many shall wax cold. There shall be great distress of 
nations: 'Nation shall rise against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom There shall be great persecu- 
tions: ‘And they shall persecute you, and bring you 
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before rulers; and you shall be hated of all men for 
my name's sake.' 5. There shall be great tokens of 
God's wrath from heaven: 'Signs in the heavens, the 
sun, moon, and stars." 


Look For His Coming 


The Lord Christ would acquaint believers how they 
should look for His coming; He tells them of all the 
dangers. Be intent upon these things. I know you 
are apt to overlook them; but these are the things 
that you are to be intent upon. It is that frame of 
heart which, of all others, God doth most detest and 
abhor. Nothing is more hateful to God than a secure 
frame in perilous days. I will not fear to say this, 
and go with it, as to my sense, to the day of judg- 
ment: A secure person, in perilous seasons, is assur- 
edly under the power of some predominant lust, 
whether it appears or not. This secure, senseless 
frame is the certain pressage of approaching ruin. 
This know, brethren, pray know this, I beg of you, 
for yours and my own soul, that you will be sensible 
of, and affected with, the perils of the season where- 
into we are cast. What they are, if God help me, and 
give me a little strength, I shall show you by-and-by. 


Times Of Great Difficulty 


There is the evil and danger itself thus forewarned 
of, and that is hard times, perilous times, times of 
great difficulty, like those of public plagues, when 
death lies at every 
door; times that I 
am sure we shall 
not all escape, let 
it fall where it 
will. I will say no 
more of it now, 
because it is that 
which I shall 
principally speak 
to afterward. 


and go with it...” 


The manner of 

their introduction, 

"shall come." We have no word in our language that 
will express the force of the original. The Latins 
express it by "immineno, incido," - the coming down 
of a fowl unto his prey. Now, our translators have 
given it the greatest force they could. They do not 
say, "Perilous times will come," as though they 
prognosticated future events; but, "Per- 
ilous times shall come." Here is a hand 
of God in this business; they shall so 
come, be so instant in their coming, that 
nothing shall keep them out; they shall 
instantly press themselves in, and pre- 
vail. Our great wisdom, then, will be to 
eye the displeasure of God in perilous 
seasons; since there is a judicial hand of 
God in them, and we see in ourselves 
reason enough why they should come. 
But when shall they come? 


“Nothing is more hateful 
to God than a secure 
frame in perilous days. I 
will not fear to say this, 


“When men do not receive 
the truth, but have pleas- 
ure in unrighteousness, 
God will send them 
strong delusion...” 
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They "shall come in the last days." The words "lat- 
ter" or "last days" are taken three ways in Scripture: 
sometimes for the times of the gospel, in opposition 
to the Judaical church- 
state; as in Heb. 1:2, "Hath 
in these last days spoken 
unto us by his Son"; and 
elsewhere it may be taken 
(though I remember not 
the place) for days to- 
wards the consummation 
of all things and the end 
of the world; and it is 
taken often for the latter 
days of churches; I Tim. 
4:1, "The Spirit of vile 
lusts, and the practice of horrible sins." This ren- 
dered the seasons perilous. Whether this be such a 
season or not, do you judge. And I must say, by the 
way, we may and ought to witness against it, and 
mourn for the public sins of the days wherein we 
live. It is as glorious a thing to be a martyr for bear- 
ing testimony against the public sins of an age, as in 
bearing testimony unto any truth of the gospel 
whatsoever. 


Churches And Professors Are Infected 


Now, where these things are, a season is perilous: 
Because of the infection. Churches and professors 
are apt to be infected with it. The historians tell us of 
a plague at Athens, in the second and 
third years of the Peloponnesian war, 
whereof multitudes died; and of 
those that lived, few escaped but they 
lost a limb, or part of a limb - some an 
eye, others an arm, and others a fin- 
ger - the infection was so great and 
terrible. And truly, brethren, where 
this plague comes - of the visible 
practice of unclean lusts under an 
outward profession - though men do 
not die, yet one loses an arm, another 
an eye, another a leg by it: the infection 
diffuses itself to the best of professors, more or less. 
This makes it a dangerous and perilous time. 


It is dangerous, because of the effects; for when 
predominant lusts have broken all bounds of divine 
light and rule, how long do you think that human 
rules will keep 
them in order? 
They break 
through all in 
such a season 
as the apostle 
describes. And 
if they come to 
break through 
all human 
restraints as 
they have 
broken 
through divine, they will fill all things with ruin and 
confusion. 
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“We have been almost 
well contented that men 
should be as wicked as 
they would themselves, 
and we sit still...” 


Ss 


They are perilous in the consequence: which is, the 
judgments of God. When men do not receive the 
truth in the love of it, but have pleasure in unright- 
eousness, God will send 
them strong delusion, to 
believe a lie. So II Thess. 
2:10-11 is a description how 
the Papacy came upon the 
world. Men professed the 
truth of religion, but did not 
love it they loved unright- 
eousness and ungodliness; 
and God sent them Popery. 
That is the interpretation of 
the place, according to the 
best divines. Will you profess 
the truth, and at the same time love unrighteous- 
ness? The consequence is, security under supersti- 
tion and ungodliness. This is the end of such a per- 
ilous season; and the like may be said as to temporal 
judgments, which I need not mention. 


Greatly Mourn For Public Abominations 


We ought greatly to mourn for the public abomina- 
tions of the world, and of the land of our nativity 
wherein we live. I would only observe that place in 
Ezekiel 9, God sends out His judgments, and de- 
stroys the city; but before, He sets a mark upon the 
foreheads of the men that sigh for all the abomina- 
tions that are done in the midst thereof. You will 
find this passage referred in your books to Revela- 
tion 7:3, "Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in 
their foreheads." I would only observe this, that 
such only are the servants of God, let men profess 
what they will, "who mourn for the abominations 
that are done in the land." The mourners in the one 
place are the servants of God in the other. And truly, 
brethren, we are certainly to blame in this matter. 
We have been almost well contented that men 
should be as wicked as they would themselves, and 
we sit still and see what would come of it. Christ 
hath been dishonored, the Spirit of God blas- 
phemed, and God provoked against the land of our 
nativity; and yet we have not been affected with 
these things. I can truly say in sincerity, I bless God, 
I have sometimes labored with my own heart about 
it. But I am afraid we, all of us, come exceedingly 
short of our duty in this matter. "Rivers of waters," 
saith the Psalmist, "run down mine eyes, because 
men keep not thy law." Horrible profanation of the 
name of God, horrible abominations, which our 
eyes have seen, and our ears heard, and yet our 
hearts been unaffected with them! Do you think this 
is a frame of heart God requireth of us in such a 
season - to be regardless of all, and not to mourn for 
the public abominations of the land? The servants of 
God will mourn. 


John Owen (1616-1683) - English Puritan Minister. 
Known as the ‘king of the puritans’ His writings and 
works are still used widely today.. 
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Andrew Murray 


John MacArthur 


> 
”God does not ask you to give 
the perfect surrender in your 
strength, or by the power of 
your will; God is willing to. 


"Spiritual Circumcision: “Cut- 
ting away everything from 
life, but the will of God.” 


“A minister may fill his pews, the 
mouths of the public, but what that 
minister is on his knees in secret 
before God Almighty, that he is and 
no more.” -John Owen 


work it in you. Do we not 
read: "It is God that worketh 
in us, both to will and to do of 
His good pleasure” (Philippi- 
ans 2:13). ...learn to believe.” 


“The only humility that is 
really ours is not that which 
we try to show before God in 
prayer, but that which we 
carry with us in our daily 
conduct.” 


“We must make humility the 
chief thing we admire in 
Him.” 


“Some people pray just to 
pray and some people pray to 
know God. 


Beware in your prayer, above 
everything, of limiting God, 
not only by unbelief, but by 
fancying that you know what 
He can do.” 


“Do you know why most 
Christians are most com- 
monly defeated by sin? I be- 
lieve it is because their sin has 
so totally deceived them, that 
they never really get to the 
point where they honestly 
evaluate its reality.” 


“Prayer exposes secret sins. 
Prayer weakens prevailing 
sins. Prayer finds strength in 
fellowship with the Holy God 
to kill sin in our lives.” 


“The expositor’s task is to 
preach the mind of God as he 
finds it in the inerrant Word of 
God.” 


“The obvious cure for evan- 
gelicalism’s spiritual mal- 
nourishment is expository 
preaching.” 


A.W. Tozer 


‘ 


a 


”The meek man will attain a 


place of soul rest. As he walks 
on in meekness he will be 
happy to let God defend him. 
The old struggle to defend 
himself is over. He has found 
the peace which meekness 
brings.” 


“The meek man is not a hu- 
man mouse afflicted with a 
sense of his own inferiority. 
He has accepted God's esti- 
mate of his own life: In him- 
self, nothing; In God, every- 
thing. He knows well that the 
world will never see him as 
God sees him and he has 
stopped caring.” 


“The labor of self-love is a 
heavy one indeed... The 
heart's fierce effort to protect 
itself from every slight, to 
shield its touchy honor from 
the bad opinion of friend and 
enemy, will never let the mind 
have rest.” 


"I want the presence of God 
Himself, or I don't want any- 
thing at all to do with 
religion...I want all that God 
has or I don't want any.” 


‘The Spirit of God, His pres- 
ence and His gifts are not 
simply desirable in our Chris- 
tian congregations; they are 
absolutely imperative!” 


Leonard Ravenhill 


“We Christians are debtors to 
all men at all times in all 
places, but we are so smug to 
the lostness of men. We've 
been "living in Laodicea", lax, 
loose, lustful, and lazy. Why is 
there this criminal indiffer- 
ence to the lostness of men? 
Our condemnation is that we 
know how to live better than 
we are living. The Bible par- 
able says that while men 
slept, the enemy sowed tares 
among the wheat. A boy who 
rises at 4:30 to deliver papers 
is considered a go-getter, but 
to urge our young people to 
rise at 5:30 to pray is consid- 
ered fanaticism. We must once 
again wear the harness of 
discipline. There is no other 


” 


way. 


John Owen 


“Did you never run for shelter 
in a storm, and find fruit 
which you expected not? Did 
you never go to God for safe- 
guard, driven by outward 
storms, and there find unex- 
pected fruit?” 


“A minister may fill his pews, 
his communion roll, the 
mouths of the public, but 
what that minister is on his 
knees in secret before God 
Almighty, that he is and no 
more.” 


“Tf we do not abide in prayer, 
we will abide in temptation. 
Let this be one aspect of our 
daily intercession: ‘God, pre- 
serve my soul, and keep my 
heart and all its ways so that I 
will not be entangled.’ When 


“Some people pray just to pray and 
some people pray to know God.” 


-Andrew Murray 


“Notice, we never pray for 
folks we gossip about, and we 
never gossip about the folk 
for whom we pray! For prayer 
is a great deterrent.” 


“One of these days some sim- 
ple soul will pick up the Book 
of God, read it, and believe it. 
Then the rest of us will be 
embarrassed.” 


this is true in our lives, a pass- 
ing temptation will not over- 
come us. We will remain free 
while others lie in bondage.” 


“Your state is not at all to be 
measured by the opposition 
that sin makes to you, but by 
the opposition you make to 
it 


“(SPEAKING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT coming upon him) I went to preaching again. The sermons were not different; I did not present any new truths, and yet hundreds were 
converted. I would not now be placed back where I was before that blessed experience if you should give me all the world - it would be as dust in the balance." -D.L. Moody 


“IT WAS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN to preach to other prisoners, as it is in captive nations today. It was understood that whoever was caught doing this received a severe beating. 
A number of us decided to pay the price for the privilege of preaching, so we accepted their terms. It was a deal: we preached and they beat us. We were happy preaching; they were 
happy beating us - so everyone was happy.” -Richard Wurmbrand 


“A CHURCH WITH APOSTOLIC foundations is that body of people whose central impulse and principle of life, being and service is one thing only, namely, a radical and total 
jealousy for the glory of God.” -Art Katz 
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Zac Poonen 


"Preachers through the years 
have thrown water on that fire 
and quenched it so that 


nowadays anyone can walk in 


"The essence of faith is being 
satisfied with all that God is 
for us in Jesus” 


“Tf you want to be popular, preach 
happiness. If you want to be un- 
popular, preach holiness.” -Vance 


Havner 


and join the church, while still 
retaining all their worldly 
ideas, their worldly ambitions 
and their love of the world. 
You can be certain that God is 
not in such a church, because 
wherever He dwells, He will 
be a wall of fire around that 
church.” 


“It is this Spirit of Christ that 
has urged missionaries 
through the years, to suffer 
hardship and loss, so as to 
take the gospel to heathen 
lands, where the Name of 
Jesus had never been heard, to 
bring others to Christ. Those 
on the other hand, who travel 
and stay in 5-star comfort 
these days, and preach the 
gospel, are all tourists, by 
comparison.” 


“One of the most important 
discoveries I have ever made 
is this truth: God is most glo- 
rified in me when I am most 
satisfied in him. This is the 
motor that drives my ministry 
as a pastor. It affects every- 
thing I do.” 


"Prayer as a relationship is 
probably your best indication 
about the health of your love 
relationship with God. If 
your prayer life has been 
slack, your lover relationship 
has grown cold." 


“Salvation is completely un- 
merited (undeserved grace) 
but it is not unconditional." 


“God wills to be displayed 
and known and loved and 
cherished and worshiped.” 


Vance Havner 


"Tt is one of the ironies of the 
ministry that the very man 
who works in God's name is 
often hardest put to find time 
for God. The parents of Jesus 
lost Him at church, and they 
were not the last ones to lose 
Him there.” 


“Our Lord sent His disciples 
out as sheep among wolves; 
now the wolves are being 
invited into the sheepfold.” 


“People get so used to the 
dark that they think it is 
growing brighter It is possible 
to fraternize with unbelievers 
until false doctrine becomes 
less and less objectionable.” 


‘There is a trend today that 
would put a new robe on the 
prodigal son while he is still 
feeding hogs. Some would 
put the ring on his finger 
while he still in the pigsty. 
Others would paint the pigsty 
and advocate bigger and bet- 
ter hog pens.” 


"Most church members live so 
far below the standard, you 
would have to backslide to be 
in fellowship with them." 


"If you want to be popular, 
preach happiness. If you want 
to be unpopular, preach holi- 
ness." 


“I testify unto you, that if you 
still continue in sin, Christ 
shall profit you nothing. That 
Christ is no Savior to you, 
unless He saves you from 
your sins. And that unless it 
purifies your heart, faith shall 
profit you nothing. Oh, when 
will you understand, that to 
oppose either inward or out- 
ward holiness, under color of 
exalting Christ, is directly to 
act the part of Judas, to "be- 
tray the Son of man with a 
kiss?" 


“The God we serve is holy, we 
read His holy Scriptures, we 
have His holy Spirit, we wor- 
ship His Holy Son, yet we 


T. Austin Sparks 


"Now, the first preachers of 
the Christ evangel preached 
Christ. They did not, in the 
first place, preach salvation or 
sanctification or forgiveness, 
or judment or heaven. That 
does not mean that they did 
not preach those things: they 
did; but not in the first place. 
They preached Christ, and all 
those things were included in 
the preaching of Christ; Christ 
as inclusive of all and as tran- 
scending all; for, after all, such 
things as salvation and sanc- 
tification, forgiveness, justifi- 
cation, are subsidiaries, they 
come afterward. Christ was 
before them all and Christ will 
be after them all. They are 


“God wills to be displayed and 
known and loved and cherished 
and worshiped” -John Piper 


deny our living holy? Oh 
what blindness and opposi- 
tion to the work of grace in 
our souls. We must deny the 
commandments of men that 
desire to bring us under the 
bondage of sin and not the 
freedom of holiness.” 


inside of Christ, but He vastly 
outstrips them all.” 


“We cannot take up work for 
john Christ - plan, scheme, 
devise, organize or enter upon 
Christian enterprise - and so 
command the Divine seal and 
blessing.” 


“BUT WHEN ONCE CHRIST HAD called him, Peter had no alternative he must leave the ship and come to Him. In the end, the first step of obedience proves to be an act of faith 
in the word of Christ. But we should completely misunderstand the nature of grace if we were to suppose that there was no need to take the first-step, because faith was already 
there. Against that, we must boldly assert that the step of obedience must be taken before faith can be possible. Unless he obeys, a man cannot believe.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 


“CHRISTIANITY IS NOT JUST A mental assent that certain doctrines are true -- not even that the right doctrines are true. This is only the beginning. This would be rather like 
a starving man sitting in front of great heaps of food and saying, "I believe the food exists; I believe it is real,” and yet never eating it. It is not enough merely to say, "I am a Chris- 
tian,” and then in practice to live as if present contact with the supernatural were something far off and strange. Many Christians I know seem to act as though they come in con- 
tact with the supernatural just twice -- once when they are justified and become a Christian and once when they die. The rest of the time they act as though they were sitting in the 
materialist’s chair.” — Francis Schaeffer 
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John Wesley Redfield 


JOHN WELSEY REDFIELD was a man who awak- 
ened both the sleeping sinner and careless Christian. 
When Mr. Redfield prayed or preached men and 
women were touched by Jesus and went home dif- 
ferent than when they came. Under the influence of 
Mr. Redfield's ministry, the slaves of sin were 
brought to repentance and totally set free. Wherever 
he preached, church after church seemed to be ef- 
fected in the same way. 


On one occasion Mr. Redfield entered the pulpit 
with an especially intense and heavy burden press- 
ing upon his heart. Without hesitation he began his 
message by clearly describing all those who had 
lived in the church for years without true saving 
grace; who had sat under the most searching gospel 
ministry; who had seen the truth lived out before 
them and yet rejected it all. With passion he warned 
all those who had shunned the narrow path of re- 
pentance and the cross of Christ. As Mr. Redfield 
spoke the Holy Spirit brought a shaking conviction 
of sin upon the entire congregation. Some cried out, 
some fell prostrate before they could get to the altar, 
and others fell at the altar. The slain lay in some 
places totally helpless, one upon another until the 
aisles were closed for hours. At this exact same time, 
people miles away also fell under the power of God 
in the seclusion of their own homes. 


John Wesley Redfield said of himself, "God has 
made me a rough man and given me a rough gospel 
for rough hearts." He preached holiness forcibly 
every where he went. This sometimes aroused great 
opposition, but it also brought great results. Dead 
churches were revived, new ones were built and the 
sick were often healed. Mr. Redfield's doctrine and 
anointing were not borrowed from books, but born 
in prayer. "Frequently he would groan as if in the 
throes of death as he wrestled in prayer; then the 
victory would come. People shouted, prayed and 
confessed, many lost their strength and did not 
regain it until they promised obedience to God." 
Such manifestations of God's power frequently 
followed his ministry. Under Redfield's preaching 
in New York, people would run out the back doors 
of the meeting house trying to avoid the conviction 
of the Holy Spirit. They would then fall helpless in 
the streets under the power of God. 


Andrew Bonar 


ANDREW BONAR WAS JUST one of many Scottish 
ministers used of God during the Kilsyth Revival of 
1839-1840. The ministers most honored by Christ's 
presence during this time of refreshing were W. C. 
Burns, Robert Murray McCheyne, Alexander 
Moody Stuart and Andrew Bonar. All of these men 
were close friends who encouraged one another in 
the practice of constant prayer. Soon after the de- 
cline of the Kilsyth Revival, Andrew Bonar Said, "I 
have learned by experience that it is not much labor 
but much prayer that is the only means to success." 
Mr. Bonar was able to accomplish much with men in 
public because he spent much time with Jesus 
Christ in private. The daily entries of Bonar's diary 
testify of this fact. He wrote on January 3rd, 1856, "I 
have been endeavoring to keep up prayer at this 
season every hour of the day, stopping my occupa- 
tion, whatever it is, to pray a little. I seek to keep my 
soul within the shadow of the throne of grace and 
Him that sits thereon." Sabbath, March 8th - "I feel 
afraid of myself on the ground that I am less prayer- 
ful than I used to be, although often more helped in 
preaching then ever.” 


In a letter to a close friend Andrew Bonar wrote, 
"Oh brother pray; in spite of Satan, pray; spend 
hours in prayer, rather neglect friends than not pray, 
rather fast, and lose breakfast, dinner, supper and 
sleep too - than not pray. And we must not talk 
about prayer - we must pray in right earnest. The 
Lord is near. He comes softly while The Virgins 
Slumber." Andrew Bonar lived in a time of revival 
and yet he was always praying for more of God's 
revival power. His diary again makes this clear. 
Wednesday, 21st, - "Enabled to spend nearly the 
whole day in prayer, praise and confession. I was 
led to deep humiliation for our church, and prayer 
for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on my people. 
I spread out several promises before the Lord, and 
my heart was sore with desire and yet glad with 
expectation of what this day may obtain for me. But 
I find true what Samuel Rutherford wrote: 'A bed 
watered with tears, a throat dry with praying, eyes a 
fountain of tears for the sins of the land are rarely to 
be found among us.” 


William C. Burns 


WILLIAM C. BURNS LIKE M’CHYENE, was not 
merely a man of hopeful theories and empty words. 
Through his fervent praying and preaching, literally 
thousands witnessed the tangible glory of God. 
From an early age, William C. Burns heart was bro- 
ken for a lost and dying world. The story is told that 
when he was seventeen he was brought by his 
mother from the quiet town of Kilsyth to the bus- 
tling city of Glasgow. His mother was separated 
from her son while she was shopping. After retrac- 
ing her steps she discovered him in an alley with 
tears streaming down his face. She could see he was 
suffering great agony and said, "Willie my boy, what 
ails you? Are you ill?" With broken cries he replied, 
"Oh, mother, mother - the thud of these Christless 
feet on the way to hell breaks my heart" 


The spiritual eyes of young William Burns had 
caught a glimpse of the everlasting horrors of a 
Christless eternity. This vision no doubt help shape 
this young man who would later become one of the 
key instruments in the great Kilsyth Revival of 1839. 
He often found himself being driven to his knees in 
almost constant intercession. "He wept for hours in 
deep soul agony on behalf of a backslidden church 
and the lost souls going to hell." His ministry was 
consistently marked by a divine urgency and inten- 
sity. As a result, his preaching produced extraordi- 
nary results. Mr. Burns recalls a time during the 
Kilsyth Revival when strong men fell powerless 
under the power of the Gospel hammer. "During the 
whole time that I was speaking, the people listened 
with the most solemn attention. At last their feelings 
became too strong and broke forth in weeping and 
wailing, tears and groans, intermingled with shouts 
of glory and praise from some of the people of God. 
The appearance of a great part of the people gave 
me a vivid picture of the state of the ungodly in the 
day of Christ’s coming to judgement. Some were 
screaming out in agony. Strong men fell to the 
ground as if they were dead. 


David Smithers - A Church historian that has a pas- 

sion to see revival that will send out missionaries in this 
generation. Founded a ministry awakeandgo.com where 
you can access more of his writings. 
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The Speaking Voice 


THE VOICE OF GOD is a friendly Voice. No one 
need fear to listen to it unless he has already made 
up his mind to resist it. The blood of Jesus has cov- 
ered not only the human race but all creation as 
well. “And having made peace through the blood of 
his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or 
things in heaven.’ (Col 1:20) We may safely preach a 
friendly Heaven. The heavens as well as the earth 
are filled with the good will of Him that dwelt in the 
bush (Ex. 3). The perfect blood of atonement secures 
this forever. 


Whoever will listen will hear the speaking Heaven. 
This is definitely not the hour when men take kindly 
to an exhortation to listen, for listening is not today 
a part of popular religion. We are at the opposite 
end of the pole from there. Religion has accepted the 
monstrous heresy that noise, size, activity and blus- 
ter make a man dear to God. But we may take heart. 
To a people caught in the tempest of the last great 
conflict God says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God,’ 
(Ps 46:10) and still He says it, as if He means to tell 
us that our strength and safety lie not in noise but in 
silence. 


It is important that we get still to wait on God. And 
it is best that we get alone, preferably with our Bible 
outspread before us. Then if we will we may draw 
near to God and begin to hear Him speak to us in 
our hearts. I think for the average person the pro- 
gression will be something like this: First a sound as 
of a Presence walking in the garden. Then a voice, 
more intelligible, but still far from clear. Then the 
happy moment when the Spirit begins to illuminate 
the Scriptures, and that which had been only a 
sound, or at best a voice, now becomes an intelligi- 
ble word, warm and intimate and clear as the word 
of a dear friend. Then will come life and light, and 
best of all, ability to see and rest in and embrace 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord and All. 


A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) - Known as the “20th cen- 
tury prophet” his writings and preaching have stirred 
and brought many to a deeper walk with God. Pas- 
tored in the Alliance church movement. 


A Dreadful Dream 


I PICTURE SOMEONE STANDING at heaven's 
gate, and demanding, "Let me in! Let me in!" What 
for? "Because my mother is in there." Your mother 
had nothing to do with you. If she was holy, she was 
holy for herself; if she was evil, she was evil for 
herself. "But my grandfather prayed for me!" That is 
of no use: did you pray for yourself? "No, I did not." 
Then grandfather's prayers, and grandmother's 
prayers, and father's and mother's prayers may be 
piled on the top of one another until they reach the 
stars, but they never can make a ladder for you to 
go to heaven on. You must seek God for yourself; or 
rather, God must seek you. You must have an active 
experience of godliness in your heart, or else you 
are lost, even though all your friends were in 
heaven. 


There was a dreadful dream which a Christian 
mother once had, and she told it to her children. She 
dreamed the judgment day had come. The great 
books were opened. The people all stood before 
God. And Jesus Christ said, "Separate the chaff from 
the wheat; put the goats on the left hand, and the 
sheep on the right." The mother dreamed that she 
and her children were standing right in the middle 
of the great assembly of people. And an angel came, 
and said, "I must take the mother, she is a sheep: she 
must go to the right hand. The children are goats: 
they must go on the left." She thought as she went, 
her children clutched her, and said, "Mother, do we 
have to part? Must we be separated?" She then put 
her arms around them, and seemed to say, "My 
children, I would, if possible, take you with me." But 
in a moment the angel touched her; the tears on her 
cheeks dried, and now, overcoming natural affec- 
tion., she said, "My children, I taught you well, I 
trained you, and you abandoned the ways of God; 
and now all Ihave to say is, Amen to your condem- 
nation." They then were snatched away, and she saw 
them in perpetual torment, while she was in heaven 


C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) - British Baptist 
preacher known as the “prince of preachers.” He 
wrote volumes of works that are still reprinted in our 
day. Used to bring many souls to Christ in England. 


Revival Is An Act Of 
Mercy 


IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 3:19 we read, 
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refresh- 
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord." 
Whatever else we say about revival we have to rec- 
ognize this, that revival is an act of mercy in the 
sovereignty of God. 


There is a vast difference between revival and evan- 
gelism. When we speak of revival in America we 
think of church advertising, "Our revival will begin 
next Sunday night at a certain time and it is going to 
finish the next Sunday night at a certain time." Ob- 
viously this is something purely mechanical, it is 
something which men have engineered. I think that 
one of the offenses of revival, in the historic sense, is 
that it cannot be organized. As Doctor Tozer said, 
"When revival comes it changes the moral climate of 
a community." 


You can have revival that covers a church -- Spur- 
geon had that. You can have a revival that covers a 
city. You can have a revival that covers the whole 
nation -- and I am thinking in this context more than 
in the other contexts (though sometimes revival 
spreads from here to there -- like fire spreads.) Re- 
vival cannot be organized -- evangelism can be or- 
ganized. Revival cannot be subsidized -- evangelism 
can and usually it must be. Revival cannot be adver- 
tised -- evangelism can. It may cost millions of dol- 
lars, as it often does, to have one of our huge, mod- 
ern, so called revivals. You have to pay vast sums of 
money for time on TV, for example -- perhaps a 
million dollars a night. That's incredible, that's un- 
thinkable to me in the context of Biblical revival, or 
even historical revival. 


Why doesn't revival need to be advertised? For the 
simple reason, that fire is the most self advertising 
thing that there is, whether it is a physical fire or a 
revival fire. It draws people like a magnet. 


Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) - Preached in 
America for revival until his death. One of the fore- 
most authorities on revival in the 20th century, 
namely with the book “Why Revival Tarries.” 
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A Nation Abandoned by God 


0 be that God would raise up faithful preachers and 


“Your prayer and mineyas 
people who would proclaim fis 


The Simple Profound Secret 


ONE OF THE MOST TRAGIC scenes in the Bible 
and yet one of the most familiar to us is the scene of 
the strongest man who ever lived, a man by the 
name of Samson, finding out he had no strength. 
Judges chapter 16 records this. “When Delilah saw 
that he had told her all that was in his heart, she 
sent and called the lords of the Philistines saying, 
‘Come up once more, for he’s told me all that is in 
his heart.’ Then the lords of the Philistines came up 
to her and brought the money in their hands and 
she made him sleep on her knees, called for a man 
and had him shave off the seven locks of his hair. 
Then she began to afflict him and his strength left 
him. And she said, ‘The Philistines are upon you, 
Samson,” and he woke from his sleep and said, ‘I 
will go out as at other times and shake myself free.” 
And here’s the telling line written by God the Holy 
Spirit. “But he did not know that the Lord had de- 
parted from him. So the Philistines seized him, 
gouged out his eyes, brought him down to Gaza, 
bound him with bronze chains and he became a 


grinder in the prison.” Sad. He didn’t know that the 
Lord had departed from him. I can’t imagine any- 
thing worse than being abandoned by God. 


To the sons of Israel earlier in the book of Judges in 
chapter 10, God said this, “You have forsaken me, 
you have served other gods, therefore I will deliver 
you no more. Go and cry out to the gods which you 
have chosen. Let them deliver you in the time of 
your distress.” This was God saying to Israel, “I’m 
done with you, abandoned by God. Proverbs chap- 
ter 1 records a similar sentiment. “Because I called 
and you refused, I stretched out My hands and no 
one paid attention. You neglected all my counsel, 
you did not want my reproof, I will even laugh at 
your calamity. I will mock when your dread comes, 
when your dread comes like a storm and your ca- 
lamity comes like a whirlwind. When distress and 
anguish come on you, then they will call on Me but I 
will not answer. They will seek Me diligently, they 
will not find Me because they hated knowledge, did 
not choose the fear of the Lord, they would not 
accept My counsel, they spurned all My reproof, so 


ord across.this land.. 


Wy 
. 


they will eat of the fruit of their own way and be 
satisfied with their own devices.” Again being 
abandoned by God, turned over to the inevitable 
consequences of sinful choices. 


Prophecy Of Hosea 


A haunting line is found tucked away in the little 
prophecy of Hosea chapter 4 and verse 17, and it 
refers to Israel by the name Ephraim and it says this, 
“Ephraim is joined to idols,” so says God. The next 
line, “Leave him alone.” Sounds out of character for 
God, doesn’t it? “Ephraim is joined to idols, bring 
him back,” might sound a little more like God. “Let 
him alone?” 


People and nations, even the covenant nation Israel 
can come to a point where they are abandoned by 
God. Jesus reiterated this in Matthew 15 when He 
confronted the Pharisees and then described them to 
the disciples. He said this, “They’re blind leaders of 
the blind. Let them alone.” When God lets you go, 
it’s serious. When Jesus pronounces over you aban- 
donment, it’s serious. 
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Now I’m going to say something, you're going to 
have to hold on to your seat a little bit. I’m con- 
vinced beyond doubt that in this same sense, God 
has abandoned America. I know that’s a strong 
thing to say and I’m going to show you why I be- 
lieve you can see that clearly in Scripture. 


The Cycle Of History 


Open your Bibles to Romans 1...Romans 1. Don’t be 
surprised, by the way, by that statement because 
while you're turning there, Acts 14:16 says this, this 
is from the Apostle Paul, “In the generations gone 
by,” that’s past history, “God permitted all the na- 
tions to go their own way.” This is not the first na- 
tion God has abandoned, nor if Jesus tarries is it the 
last, or is it now the only. This is the cycle of history 
and it is this very cycle of history that Paul describes 
in Romans chapter 1. Here in Romans chapter 1, 
beginning in chapter 18 running to the end of the 
chapter, you have the most clear presentation of 
God abandoning a nation, what that looks like, what 
happens and why He does it. This is the most 
graphic and the most detailed and the most com- 
prehensive 
discussion of 
what it means 
for a people, a 
society to be 
abandoned by 
God. And it 
perfectly de- 
scribes the 


tions to go their own 


moral chaos in 
our own nation 
today. 


doned...” 


It starts with very familiar words. Verse 18, “For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven.” Now let me 
stop you there for just a moment. We're talking 
about the wrath of God and I need to just let you 
know that in the Scripture and in reality there are 
five different manifestations of God’s wrath. Okay? 
And you will recognize them. There is eternal 
wrath. That is that wrath which God unleashes on 
the unbelieving dead in hell...eternal wrath, suffer- 
ing forever eternal punishment. That’s eternal 
wrath. There is also in the Bible eschatological 
wrath, that is the unfolding of divine wrath at the 
end of the age described in detail, for example, in 
Revelation 6 through 19, the pouring out of God’s 
wrath in the breaking of seven seals, the blowing of 
seven trumpets, and the dumping of seven bowls of 
wrath...eschatological wrath, that wrath is yet to 
come as is eternal wrath for all society, yet right now 
there are many experiencing eternal wrath, all the 
unbelieving who have left this world are experienc- 
ing. The third kind of wrath is what I guess you 
could call calamitous wrath. That is that wrath of 
God which produces calamity in the world and the 
most notable illustration of that is the Flood which 
drowned the entire world, only eight people were 
saved. Massive wrath on the part of God against 
sinful man. 


“God permitted all the na- 


way.” This is not the first 
nation God has aban- 


H E o L oO P A T UH 


Fourthly, there is consequential wrath, that’s sowing 
and reaping wrath. That's the natural end of pat- 
terns and choices of sin. Whatever a man sows, 
he...what?...he 
reaps...that’s consequen- 
tial wrath. 


The first thing you look 
for in a society you're 
trying to discern whether 
God has abandoned that 
society is whether or not 
that society has gone 
through a sexual revolu- 
tion so that illicit sex, 
adultery, every form of 
immorality is accepted as normal in that society. 
And we’re there. The second step in the progression, 
verse 26, “God gave them over, not just to passions 
that are explicable because they're men and women, 
but to inexplicable degrading passions for their 
women exchanged the natural function for that 
which is unnatural.” You know a society has been 
abandoned by God when it celebrates lesbian sex. 
God has given them over...gross affec- 
tions, unnatural, unthinkable. So you 
follow a sexual revolution with a ho- 
mosexual revolution, and homosexual- 
ity becomes normalized. Verse 27 adds 
the male part, “In the same way the 
men abandon the natural function of 
the women burned in their desire to- 
ward one another..” And by the way, it 
is a burning that is just hard to compre- 
hend. There was a man named Halp- 
ern(?) who was the coroner for the city 
of New York and he did, I think, 26 or 28 
thousand autopsies in his day. He said we can look 
at a corpse that had been murdered and tell you 
whether a homosexual killed that person by the 
multiple wounds. He’s not a Christian, he’s a Jewish 
guy and he just said, “There’s something about the 
passions of that kind of involve- 
ment that are not explicable.” 


But interestingly enough, the 
Holy Spirit puts the women 
first here and the men after. 
Why? The Holy Spirit refers 
first to the degradation of 
women because they’re usually 
the last to be affected in the 
decay of morals because their 
hearts are so naturally inclined 
toward a husband and toward 
the responsibility of nurturing 
children. But when they lead the parade, God has 
removed His restraint. And the amazing thing of it 
is this, verse 27, “The man abandoning the natural 
function of the women, burning in their desire to- 
ward one another, men with men, committing inde- 
cent acts and receiving in their own persons the due 
penalty of their error.” Right into this wrath of 
abandonment comes the wrath, the consequential 
wrath and even though it generates venereal disease 


“The mind is depraved, 
they think they’re smart, 
they're morons. They 
can’t get to the truth...” 


“Pray for this generation 
of young men that God 
will call and shape and 
send, pray for pastors eve- 
rywhere....” 


Ss 


and AIDS, they keep doing it. This is what step two 
looks like and we know this has come like a flood. 
But it’s not the final step. The final step comes in 
verse 28, the middle of verse 
28, “God gave them over to a 
depraved mind.” 


And so we see what happens 
in a society when God turns 
them over and we see why 
He turns them over. And that 
was just a quick overview. So 
we look at our nation, our 
hearts are broken, the mind 
is depraved, they think 
they’re smart, they’re mo- 
rons. They can’t get to the truth, the mind is com- 
pletely gone. They invent bizarre religions. They 
become religious. And today they like to talk about 
being spiritual, right? I’m very religious, I’m very 
spiritual. What in the world does that mean? What 
does that mean? As if you can invent your own 
worship and your own religion. That’s man at his 
lowest. That's all the way at the bottom, total com- 
plete rejection of the true God and the true faith. 
That’s where we are. Now the question is...how do 
we pray? 


God Only Wants One Thing 


God only wants one thing out of a nation. Listen 
and believe this book. I really get grieved even 
when I hear evangelical people in the media and the 
public eye kind of equivocating about the clarity of 
the gospel. It’s all we’ve got. Or about the clarity of 
what Scripture says. Your prayer and mine has to be 
that God would raise up faithful preachers and 
people who would proclaim His Word across this 
land. Pray for this generation of young men that 
God will call and shape and send, pray for pastors 
everywhere. Pray for lay people, for Christians to be 
bold. There’s only one solution and that’s the 
truth...the truth by which God saves, by which God 
sanctifies, and if this 
nation will respond 
and listen to His truth, 
God will open the 
flood gates. We might 
be the greatest recovery 
story in history. But 
there’s no other way 
than that people listen 
to Me and walk in My 
ways. It’s not going to 
happen if there’s a 
famine of the hearing of 
the Word of God. Pray that the Word, as Paul said, 
would have free course and that it would run with 
all its power across this land. 


John MacArthur - is the pastor-teacher of Grace Com- 
munity Church in Sun Valley, California, author, confer- 
ence speaker, and president of The Master's College and 
Seminary 
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The Unsearchable Riches @f Christ 


us proclaim them with a 


“If we proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ, let 


confidence born of experimental fellowship with the Lord. 


Great Soul Winners 


IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN characteristic 
of great soul-winners that, in the 
strength of the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, they have proclaimed the pos- 
sible enrichment and ennoblement of 
the most debased. John Wesley ap- 
peared to take almost pride in re- 
counting and describing the appalling 
ruin and defilement of mankind, that 
he might then glory in the all- 
sufficient power of redeeming grace. 'I 
preached at Bath. Some of the rich and 
great were present, to whom, as to the 
rest, I declared with all plainness of 
speech; (1) That by nature they were 
all children of wrath. (2) That all their 
natural tempers were corrupted and 
abominable . .. One of my hearers, my 
Lord -, stayed very impatiently until I 
came to the middle of my fourth head. 
Then, starting up, he said, "Tis hot! 'tis 


very not,’ and got downstairs as fast as 
he could.' My Lord- should have 
stayed a little longer, for John Wesley's 
analysis of depravity and human need 
was only and always the preface to the 
introduction of the glories of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. My Lord- 
should have waited until Wesley got 
to the marrow of his text, 'The Son of 
Man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.’ 


Magnificent Assurance! 


There was a similar sublime confi- 
dence in the preaching of Spurgeon. 
What a magnificent assurance 
breathes through these words, 'The 
blood of Christ can wash out blas- 
phemy, adultery, fornication, lying, 
slander, perjury, theft, murder. 
Though thou hast raked in the very 
kennels of hell, yet if thou wilt come 
to Christ and ask mercy he will ab- 


solve thee from all sin.' That too, I 
think is quite Pauline. Henry Drum- 
mond has told us that he has some- 
times listened to confessions of sin 
and to stories of ill-living so filthy and 
so loathsome that he felt when he 
returned home that he must change 
his very clothes. And yet to these 
plague-smitten children Drummond 
offered with joyful confidence the robe 
of righteousness and the garment of 
salvation. We need this confident hope 
today. Men and women are round 
about us, will less, heartless, hopeless, 
and there is something stimulating 
and magnetic about a strong man's 
confident speech. If we proclaim the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, let us 
proclaim them with a confidence born 
of experimental fellowship with the 
Lord, and with the untrembling assur- 
ance that the crown of life can be 


brought to the most besotted, and the 
pure white robe to the most defiled. 


What else does Paul find in the un- 
searchable riches of Christ? He finds a 
gracious ministry for the transfigura- 
tion of sorrow. The unsearchable 
riches of Christ bring most winsome 
light and heat into the midst of human 
sorrow and grief. 'Our consolations 
also abound through Christ.’ Turn 
where you will, in the life of Paul, into 
his darker seasons and experiences, 
and you will find that the sublime and 
spiritual consolation is shedding its 
comforting rays. 'We rejoice in tribula- 
tions also. 


J.H. Jowett (1864-1923) - Used of 
God as a conference speaker and pas- 
tor. His writings show the depth of his 
relationship with God. 
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Contemplation of Jesus 


“Give up the struggle and the fight; relax in the omnipotence of the Lord Jesus; 
look up into His lovely face and as you behold Him...” 


wl 


Total Abandonment 


ISAW IN HIM glory of a life lived in 
total abandonment to the sovereign 
will of His Father in heaven. I saw a 
life lived in utter poverty yet in abso- 
lute contentment. I saw a life triumph 
over every point where I have failed. I 
have seen Him come so near the poor, 
to those who are sick, and to those 
who are in need. I have seen Him holy, 
separate, harmless, and undefiled; so 
close to the sinner yet never contami- 
nated. Ah, but most of all I have seen 
His tears, I have heard His crying, and 
I have listened to the cry which said, 
"Oh my Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me: nevertheless not as 
I will, but as thou wilt" (Matt.a 26:39). 
Ihave seen the nail prints, the marks 
in His hands and His side; I have 
heard the cry, "My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken Me?" (Matt. 27:46). 


a « 


Ihave seen Him made sin on my be- 
half, God in Christ, reconciling the 
world to Himself. I have seen the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 
and, bless His holy name, I have seen 
an empty tomb, an ascended Savior. 


Ihave had a clear view of Jesus. I have 
seen Him, felt Him, and I have known 
Him in a far deeper way than simply 
by the outward physical appearance; I 
have felt the reality of His life begin to 
burn in my heart. I have seen in Christ 
the glory of a life that is totally sub- 
mitted to the sovereignty of God. That 
glory has begun to take hold of me, 
and I have begun to see that this is the 
one life that God expects of any man 
He made in His own image. I have 
seen the marks of the cross upon Him, 
and by His grace the marks of the 
cross have been put upon me and I am 
no longer my own; I am bought with a 


price, redeemed by His precious 
blood. Yes, I have seen Him--not in the 
outward physical sense only, but in 
the inward sense of a deep spiritual 
reality. I have had a clear view of Jesus 
and my life will never be the same 
again. 


The Face Of The Lord Jesus 


The man who gazes upon and con- 
templates day by day the face of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and who has caught 
the glow of the reality that the Lord is 
not a theory but an indwelling power 
and force in his life, is as a mirror 
reflecting the glory of the Lord. 


Give up the struggle and the fight; 
relax in the omnipotence of the Lord 
Jesus; look up into His lovely face and 
as you behold Him, He will transform 
you into His likeness. You do the 
beholding--He does the transforming. 


There is no short-cut to holiness.. 
"Changed into the same image from 
glory to glory" -- this is a lifelong, 
glorious experience, and it will be 
perfected one day in heaven. Paul tells 
us (Phil. 3:21) that He "shall change 
our vile body [this body of sin in 
which dwells no good thing], that it 
maybe fashioned like unto His glori- 
ous body" Yes, He will do that! 


But thanks be to God, who always 
leads us in triumph in Christ, and 
manifests through us the sweet aroma 
of the knowledge of Him in every 
place (2 Corinthians 2:14). 


Alan Redpath (1907-1989) - Red- 
path was a deeper life preacher that 

frequented the Keswick Convention. 
He pastored Moody church also.. 
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Absolute Surrender 


“But we need to hear it very definitely — the condition of God’s blessing is abso- § 


lute surrender of all into His hands. Praise God... 


The Words Of Absolute Surrender 


“And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his 
host together: and there were thirty and two kings 
with him, and horses, and chariots: and he went up 
and besieged Samaria, and warred against it. And he 
sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into the city, 
and said unto him, Thus saith Ben-hadad, Thy silver 
and thy gold is mine; thy wives also and thy children, 
even the goodliest, are mine. And the king of Israel 
answered and said, My lord, O king, according to thy 
saying, Iam thine and all that I have” (I Kings 20: 1- 
4). 


WHAT BEN HADAD ASKED was absolute sur- 
render; and what Ahab gave was what was 
asked of him—absolute surrender. I want to use 
these words: “My lord, O king, according to thy 
saying, I am thine, and all that I have,” as the 
words of absolute surrender with which every 
child of God ought to yield himself to his Father. 
We have heard it before, but we need to hear it 
very definitely — the condition of God’s blessing 
is absolute surrender of all into His hands. Praise 


yy 


God! If our hearts are willing for that, there is no 
end to what God will do for us, and to the bless- 
ing God will bestow. 


Absolute surrender — let me tell you where I got 
those words. I used them myself often, and you 
have heard them numberless times. But in Scot- 
land once I was in a company where we were 
talking about the condition of Christ’s Church, 
and what the great need of the Church and of 
believers is; and there was in our company a 
godly worker who has much to do in training 
workers, and I asked him what he would say 
was the great need of the Church, and the mes- 
sage that ought to be preached. He answered 
very quietly and simply and determinedly: 


The One Thing 


“Absolute surrender to God is the one thing.” 
The words struck me as never before. And that 
man began to tell how, in the workers with 
whom he’ had to deal, he finds that if they are 
sound on that point, even though they be back- 
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ward, they are willing to be taught and helped, 
and they always improve; whereas others who 
are not sound there very often go back and leave 
the work. The condition for obtaining God’s full 
blessing is absolute surrender to Him. 


God In Heaven Answers Prayer 


And now, I desire by God’s grace to give to you 
this message — that your God in Heaven an- 
swers the prayers which you have offered for 
blessing on yourselves and for blessing on those 
around you by this one demand: Are you willing 
to surrender yourselves absolutely into His 
hands? What is our answer to be? God knows 
there are hundreds of hearts who have said it, 
and there are hundreds more who long to say it 
but hardly dare to do so. And there are hearts 
who have said it, but who have yet miserably 
failed, and who feel themselves condemned 
because they did not find the secret of the power 
to live that life. May God have a word for all! 


Let me say, first of all, that God claims it from us. 
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God Expects Your Surrender 


Yes, it has its foundation in the very nature of 
God God cannot do oth- 
erwise. Who is God? He is 
the Fountain of life, the 
only Source of existence 
and power and goodness, 
and throughout the uni- 
verse there is nothing 
good but what God 
works, God has created 
the sun, and the moon, 
and the stars, and the 
flowers, and the trees, and 
the grass; and are they not 
all absolutely surrendered to God? Do they not 
allow God to work in them just what He pleases? 
When God clothes the lily with its beauty, is it 
not yielded up, surrendered, given over to God 
as He works in it its beauty? And God’s re- 
deemed children, oh, can you think that God can 
work His work if there is only half or a part of 
them surrendered? God cannot do it. God is life, 
and love, and blessing, and power, and infinite 
beauty, and God delights to communicate Him- 
self to every child who is prepared to receive 
Him; but ah! this one lack of absolute surrender 
is just the thing that hinders God. And now He 
comes, and as God, He claims it. 


In Your Daily Life 


You know in daily life what absolute surrender 
is. You know that everything has to be given up 
to its special, definite object and service. I have a 
pen in my pocket, and that pen is absolutely 
surrendered to the one work of writing, and that 
pen must be absolutely surrendered to my hand 
if I am to write properly with it. If another holds 
it partly, I cannot write properly. This coat is 
absolutely given up to me to, cover my body. 
This building is entirely given up to religious 
services. And now, do you expect that in your 
immortal being, in the divine nature that you 
have received by regeneration, God can work 
His work, every day and every hour, unless you 
are entirely given up to Him? God cannot. The 
Temple of Solomon was absolutely surrendered 
to God when it was dedicated to Him. And every 
one of us is a temple of God, in which God will 
dwell and work mightily on one condition — 
absolute surrender to Him. God claims it, God is 
worthy of it, and without it God cannot work His 
blessed work in us.. God not only claims it, but 
God will work it Himself. 


God Accomplishes Your Surrender 


Iam sure there is many a heart that says: “Ah, 
but that absolute surrender implies so much!” 
Someone says: “Oh, I have passed through so 
much trial and suffering, and there is so much of 
the self-life still remaining, and I dare not face 
the entire giving of it up, because I know it will 
cause so much trouble and agony.” 


“You know in daily life 
what absolute surrender 
is. You know that every- 
thing has to be given up 
to its object and service...” 


H E o L oO P A T 


Alas! alas! that God’s children have such 
thoughts of Him, such cruel thoughts. Oh, I 
come to you with a message, fearful and anxious 
one. God does not ask 
you to give the perfect 
surrender in your 
strength, or by the power 
of your will; God is will- 
ing to work it in you. Do 
we not read: “It is God 
that worketh in us, both 
to will and to do of his 
good pleasure”? And that 
is what we should seek 
for — to go on our faces 
before God, until our 
hearts learn to believe that the everlasting God 
Himself will come in to turn out what is wrong, 
to conquer what is evil, and to work what is 
well-pleasing in His blessed sight. God Himself 
will work it in you. 


Father Of The Faithful 


Look at the men in the Old Testament, like Abra- 
ham. Do you think it was by accident that God 
found that man, the father of the faithful and the 
Friend of God, and that it was Abraham himself, 
apart from God, who had such faith and such 
obedience and such devotion? You know it is not 
so. God raised him up and prepared him as an 
instrument for His glory. Did not God say to 
Pharaoh: “For this cause have I raised thee up, 
for to show in thee my power”? And if God said 
that of him, will not God say it far more of every 
child of His? 


Cast Away Every Fear 


Oh, I want to encourage you, and I want you to 
cast away every fear. Come with that feeble de- 
sire; and if there is the fear which says: “Oh, my 
desire is not strong enough, I am not willing for 
everything that may come, I do not feel bold 
enough to say I can conquer everything” — I 
pray you, learn to know and trust your God now. 
Say: “My God, I am willing that Thou shouldst 
make me willing.” If there is anything holding 
you back, or any sacrifice you are afraid of mak- 
ing, come to God now, and prove how gracious 
your God is, and be not afraid that He will com- 
mand from you what He will not bestow. 


God comes and offers to work this absolute sur- 
render in you. All these searchings and hunger- 
ings and longings that are in your heart, I tell 
you they are the drawings of the divine magnet, 
Christ Jesus. He lived a life of absolute surrender, 
He has possession of you; He is living in your 
heart by His Holy Spirit. You have hindered and 
hindered Him terribly, but He desires to help 
you to get hold of Him entirely. And He comes 
and draws you now by His message and words. 
Will you not come and trust God to work in you 
that absolute surrender to Himself? Yes, blessed 
be God, He can do it, and He will do it. 
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God not only claims it and works it, but God 
accepts it when we bring it to Him. 


God Accepts Your Surrender 


God works it in the secret of our heart, God 
urges us by the hidden power of His Holy Spirit 
to come and speak it out, and we have to bring 
and to yield to Him that absolute surrender. But 
remember, when you come and bring God that 
absolute surrender, it may, as far as your feelings 
or your consciousness go, be a thing of great 
imperfection, and you may doubt and hesitate 
and say: “Is it absolute?” But, oh, remember 
there was once a man to whom Christ had said: 
“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.” And his heart was afraid, 
and he cried out: “Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief.” That was a faith that triumphed over 
the Devil, and the evil spirit was cast out. And if 
you come and say: “Lord, I yield myself in abso- 
lute surrender to my God,” even though it be 
with a trembling heart and with the conscious- 
ness: “I do not feel the power, I do not feel the 
determination, I do not feel the assurance,” it 
will succeed. Be not afraid, but come just as you 
are, and even in the midst of your trembling the 
power of the Holy Ghost will work. 


Have you never yet learned the lesson that the 
Holy Ghost works with mighty power, while on 
the human side everything appears feeble? Look 
at the Lord Jesus Christ in Gethsemane. We read 
that He, “through the eternal Spirit,” offered 
Himself a sacrifice unto God. The Almighty 
Spirit of God was enabling Him to do it. And yet 
what agony and fear and exceeding sorrow came 
over Him, and how He prayed! Externally, you 
can see no sign of the mighty power of the Spirit, 
but the Spirit of God was there. And even so, 
while you are feeble and fighting and trembling, 
in faith in the hidden work of God’s Spirit do not 
fear, but yield yourself. 


Yield Yourselves 


And when you do yield yourself in absolute 
surrender, let it be in the faith that God does now 
accept of it. That is the great point, and that is 
what we so often miss — that believers should 
be thus occupied with God in this matter of sur- 
render. I pray you, be occupied with God. We 
want to get help, every one of us, so that in our 
daily life God shall be clearer to us, God shall 
have the right place, and be “all in all.” And if 
we are to have that through life, let us begin now 
and look away from ourselves, and look up to 
God. Let each believe — while I, a poor worm on 
earth and a trembling child of God, full of failure 
and sin and fear, bow here, and no one knows 
what passes through my heart, and while I in 
simplicity say, O God, I accept Thy terms; I have 
pleaded for blessing on myself and others, I have 
accepted Thy terms of absolute surrender — 
while your heart says that in deep silence, re- 
member there is a God present that takes note of 
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it, and writes it down in His book, and there is a 
God present who at that very moment takes 
possession of you. You may not feel it, you may 
not realize it, but God 
takes possession if you 
will trust Him.. God not 
only claims it, and works 
it, and accepts it when I 
bring it, but God main- 
tains it. 


God Maintains Your 
Surrender 


That is the great difficulty 

with many. People say: “I 

have often been stirred at a 

meeting, or at a convention, and I have conse- 
crated myself to God, but it has passed away. I 
know it may last for a week or for a month, but 
away it fades, and after a time it is all gone.” But 
listen! It is because you do not believe what I am 
now going to tell you and remind you of. When 
God has begun the work of absolute surrender in 
you, and when God has accepted your surrender, 
then God holds Himself bound to care for it and 
to keep it. Will you believe that? 


In this matter of surrender there are two: God 
and I— Ia worm, God the everlasting and om- 
nipotent Jehovah. Worm, will you be afraid to 
trust yourself to this mighty God now? God is 
willing. Do you not believe that He can keep you 
continually, day by day, and moment by mo- 
ment? Moment by moment I’m kept in His love. 
Moment by moment I’ve life from above. 


If God Allows 


If God allows the sun to shine upon you moment 
by moment, without intermission, will not God 
let His life shine upon you every moment? And 
why have you not experienced it? Because you 
have not trusted God for it, and you do not sur- 
render yourself absolutely to God in that trust. 


A life of absolute surrender has its difficulties. I 
do not deny that. Yes, it has something far more 
than difficulties: it is a life that with men is abso- 
lutely impossible. But by the grace of God, by the 
power of God, by the power of the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in us, it is a life to which we are des- 
tined, and a life that is possible for us, praise 
God! Let us believe that God will maintain it. 


Some of you have read the words of that aged 
saint who, on his ninetieth birthday, told of all 
God’s goodness to him — I mean George Muller. 
What did he say he believed to be the secret of 
his happiness, and of all the blessing which God 
had given him? He said he believed there were 
two reasons. The one was that he had been en- 
abled by grace to maintain a good conscience 
before God day by day; the other was, that he 
was a lover of God’s Word. Ah, yes, a good con- 
science is complete obedience to God day by day, 


“God is willing. Do you 
not believe that He can 
keep you continually, day 
by day, and moment by 
moment?...” 


H E o L oO P A T 


and fellowship with God every day in His Word, 
and prayer — that is a life of absolute surrender.. 


Such a life has two sides 
— on the one side, abso- 
lute surrender to work 
what God wants you to 
do; on the other side, to 
let God work what He 
wants to do. First, to do 
what God wants you to 
do. Give up yourselves 
absolutely to the will of 
God. You know some- 
thing of that will; not 
enough, far from all. But 
say absolutely to the Lord God: “By Thy grace I 
desire to do Thy will in everything, every mo- 
ment of every day.” Say: “Lord God, not a word 
upon my tongue but for Thy glory, not a move- 

ment of my temper but for Thy glory, not an 

affection of love or hate in my heart but for Thy 
glory, and according to Thy blessed will.” Some- 
one says: “Do you think that possible?” 


I ask, What has God promised you, and what can 
God do to fill a vessel absolutely surrendered to 
Him? Oh, God wants to bless you in a way be- 
yond what you expect. From the beginning, ear 
hath not heard, neither hath the eye seen, what 
God hath prepared for 
them that wait for 
Him. God has pre- 
pared unheard-of- 
things, blessings 
much more wonder- 
ful than you can 
imagine, more 

mighty than you can 
conceive. They are 
divine blessings. Oh, 
say now: “I give my- 
self absolutely to God, 
to His will, to do only what God wants.” 


It is God who will enable you to carry out the 
surrender. 


And, on the other side, come and say: “I give 
myself absolutely to God, to let Him work in me 
to will and to do of His good pleasure, as He has 
promised to do.” Yes, the living God wants to 
work in His children in a way that we cannot 
understand, but that God’s Word has revealed, 
and He wants to work in us every moment of the 
day. God is willing to maintain our life. Only let 
our absolute surrender be one of simple, child- 
like, and unbounded trust. 


God Blesses When You Surrender 


This absolute surrender to God will wonderfully 
bless. What Ahab said to his enemy, King Ben- 
hadad — “My lord, O king, according to thy 
word I am thine, and all that I have” — shall we 
not say to our God and loving Father? If we do 
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“You must deny self once 
for all. Denying self must 
every moment be the 
power of your life...” 


say it, God’s blessing will come upon us. God 
wants us to be separate from the world; we are 
called to come out from the world that hates 
God. Come out for God, and say: “Lord, any- 
thing for Thee.” If you say that with prayer, and 
speak that into God’s ear, He will accept it, and 
He will teach you what it means.s. 


I say again, God will bless you. You have been 
praying for blessing. But do remember, there 
must be absolute surrender. At every tea-table 
you see it. Why is tea poured into that cup? Be- 
cause it is empty, and given up for the tea. But 
put ink, or vinegar, or wine into it, and will they 
pour the tea into the vessel? And can God fill 
you, can God bless you if you are not absolutely 
surrendered to Him? He cannot. Let us believe 
God has wonderful blessings for us, if we will 
but stand up for God, and say, be it with a trem- 
bling will, yet with a believing heart: “O God, I 
accept Thy demands. I am thine and all that I 
have. Absolute surrender is what my soul yields 
to Thee by divine grace.” 


Humble Yourselves In His Sight 


You may not have such strong and clear feelings 
of deliverances as you would desire to have, but 
humble yourselves in His sight, and acknowl- 
edge that you have grieved the Holy Spirit by 
your self-will, self-confidence, 
and self-effort. Bow humbly 
before him in the confession 
of that, and ask him to break 
the heart and to bring you 
into the dust before Him. 
Then, as you bow before Him, 
just accept God's teaching that 
in your flesh “there dwelleth 
no good thing,” and that noth- 
ing will help you except an- 
other life which must come in. 
You must deny self once for 
all. Denying self must every moment be the 
power of your life, and then Christ will come in 
and take possession of you. When was Peter 
delivered? When was the change accomplished? 
The change began with Peter weeping, and the 
Holy Ghost came down and filled his heart. 


The Power Of The Spirit 


God the Father loves to give us the power of the 
Spirit. We have the Spirit of God dwelling within 
us. We come to God confessing that, and praising 
God for it, and yet confessing how we have 
grieved the Spirit. And then we bow our knees to 
the Father to ask that He would strengthen us 
with all might by the Spirit in the inner man, and 
that He would fill us with His mighty power. 
And as the Spirit reveals Christ to us, Christ 
comes to live in our hearts forever, and the self- 
life is cast out. 


Let us bow before God in humility, and in that 
humility confess before Him the state of the 
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whole Church. No words can tell the sad state of 
the Church of Christ on earth. I wish I had words 
to speak what I sometimes feel about it. just 
think of the Christians around you. I do not 
speak of nominal Christians, or of professing 
Christians, but I speak of hundreds and thou- 
sands of honest, earnest Christians who are not 
living a life in the power of God or to His glory. 
So little power, so little devotion or consecration 
to God, so little perception of the truth that a 
Christian is a man utterly surrendered to God’s 
will! Oh, we want to confess the sins of God’s 
people around us, and to humble ourselves. We 
are members of that sickly body, and the sickli- 
ness of the body will hinder us, and break us 
down, unless we come to God, and in confession 
separate ourselves from partnership with world- 
liness, with coldness toward each other, unless 
we give up ourselves to be entirely and wholly 
for God. How much Christian work is being 
done in the spirit of the flesh and in the power of 
self! How much work, day by day, in which hu- 
man energy — our will and our thoughts about 
the work — is continually manifested, and in 
which there is but little of waiting upon God, 
and upon the power of the Holy Ghost! Let us 
make confession. But as we confess the state of 
the Church and the feebleness and sinfulness of 
work for God among us, let us come back to 
ourselves. Who is there who truly longs to be 
delivered from the power of the self-life, who 
truly acknowledges that it is the power of self 
and the flesh, and who is willing to cast all at the 
feet of Christ? There is deliverance. 


Earnest Christians 


I heard of one who had been an earnest Chris- 
tian, and who spoke about the “cruel” thought of 
separation and death. But you do not think that, 
do you? What are we to think of separation and 
death? This: death was the path to glory for 
Christ. For the joy set before Him He endured 
the cross. The cross was the birthplace of His 
everlasting glory. Do you love Christ? Do you 
long to be in Christ, and not like Him? Let death 
be to you the most desirable thing on earth — 
death to self, and fellowship with Christ. Separa- 
tion — do you think it a hard thing to be called 
to be entirely free from the world, and by that 
separation to be united to God and His love, by 
separation to become prepared for living and 
walking with God every day? Surely one ought 
to say:y: “Anything to bring me to separation, to 
death, for a life of full fellowship with God and 
Christ.” 


Come and cast this self-life and flesh-life at the 
feet of Jesus. Then trust Him. Do not worry 
yourselves with trying to understand all about it, 
but come in the living faith that Christ will come 
into you with the power of His death and the 
power of His life; and then the Holy Spirit will 
bring the whole Christ — Christ crucified and 
risen and living in glory — into your heart." 


H E 0 L oO P A T UH 


The Fruit Of The Spirit Is Love 


I want to look at the fact of a life filled with the 
Holy Spirit more from the practical side, and to 
show how this life will show itself in our daily 
walk and conduct. Under the Old Testament you 
know the Holy Spirit often came upon men as a 
divine Spirit of revelation to reveal the mysteries 
of God, or for power to do the work of God. But 
He did not then dwell in them. Now, many just 
want the Old Testament gift of power for work, 
but know very little of the New Testament gift of 
the indwelling Spirit, animating and renewing 
the whole life. When God gives the Holy Spirit, 
His great object is the formation of a holy charac- 
ter. It is a gift of a holy mind and spiritual dispo- 
sition, and what we need above everything else, 
is to say: “I must have the Holy Spirit sanctifying 
my whole inner life if I am really to live for 
God’s glory.” 


You might say that 
when Christ prom- 
ised the Spirit to the 
disciples, He did so 
that they might have 
power to be wit- 
nesses. True, but then 
they received the 
Holy Ghost in such 
heavenly power and 
reality that He took 
possession of their 
whole being at once 
and so fitted them as holy men for doing the 
work with power as they had to do it. Christ 
spoke of power to the disciples, but it was the 
Spirit filling their whole being that worked the 
power. 


sal love....” 


Love Is The Fulfilling Of The Law 


I wish now to dwell upon the passage found in 
Galatians 5:22: “The fruit of the Spirit is love.” 
We read that “Love is the fulfilling of the law,” 
and my desire is to speak on love as a fruit of the 
Spirit with a twofold object. One is that this word 
may be a searchlight in our hearts, and give us a 
test by which to try all our thoughts about the 
Holy Spirit and all our experience of the holy 
life. Let us try ourselves by this word. Has this 
been our daily habit, to seek the being filled with 
the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of love? “The fruit of 
the Spirit is love.” Has it been our experience 
that the more we have of the Holy Spirit the 
more loving we become? In claiming the Holy 
Spirit we should make this the first object of our 
expectation. The Holy Spirit comes as a Spirit of 
love. Oh, if this were true in the Church of Christ 
how different her state would be! May God help 
us to get hold of this simple, heavenly truth that 
the fruit of the Spirit is a love which appears in 
the life, and that just as the Holy Spirit gets real 
possession of the life, the heart will be filled with 
real, divine, universal love. 


Ss 


“Just as the Holy Spirit 
gets real possession of the 
life, the heart will be filled 
with real, divine, univer- 


One of the great causes why God cannot bless 
His Church is the want of love. When the body is 
divided, there cannot be strength. In the time of 
their great religious wars, when Holland stood 
out so nobly against Spain, one of their mottoes 
was: “Unity gives strength.” It is only when 
God’s people stand as one body, one before God 
in the fellowship of love, one toward another in 
deep affection, one before the world in a love 
that the world can see—it is only then that they 
will have power to secure the blessing which 
they ask of God. Remember that if a vessel that 
ought to be one whole is cracked into many 
pieces, it cannot be filled. You can take a pot- 
sherd, one part of a vessel, and dip out a little 
water into that, but if you want the vessel full, 
the vessel must be whole. That is literally true of 
Christ’s Church, and if there is one thing we 
must pray for still, it is this: Lord, melt us to- 
gether into one by the power of the Holy Spirit; 
let the Holy Spirit, who at Pentecost made them 
all of one heart and one soul, 
do His blessed work among 
us. Praise God, we can love 
each other in a divine love, for 
“the fruit of the Spirit is love.” 
Give yourselves up to love, 
and the Holy Spirit will come; 
receive the Spirit, and He will 
teach you to love more. 


God Is Love 


Now, why is it that the fruit of 
the Spirit is love? Because God is love. And what 
does that mean? It is the very nature and being 
of God to delight in communicating Himself. 
God has no selfishness, God keeps nothing to 
Himself. God’s nature is to be always giving. In 
the sun and the moon and the stars, in every 
flower you see it, in every bird in the air, in every 
fish, in the sea . God communicates life to His 
creatures. And the angels around His throne, the 
seraphim and cherumbim (sic) who are flames of 
fire — whence have they their glory? It is be- 
cause God is love, and He imparts to them of His 
brightness and His blessedness. And we, His 
redeemed children — God delights to pour His 
love into us. And why? Because, as I said, God 
keeps nothing for Himself. From eternity God 
had His only begotten Son, and the Father gave 
Him all things, and nothing that God had was 
kept back. “God is love.” 


Andrew Mutray (1828-1917) - Had revival in 
South Africa for many years that brought much social 
change. Authored over 50 books and is one of best 
known deeper life writers in our day.. 
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Quotable Quotes... 


Andrew Bonar 

“Revivals begin with God's 
own people; the Holy Spirit 
touches their heart anew, and 
gives them new fervour and 
compassion, and zeal, new 
light and life, and when He 
has thus come to you, He 
next goes forth to the valley 
of dry bones...Oh, what re- 
sponsibility this lays on the 
Church of God! If you grieve 
Him away from yourselves, or 
hinder His visit, then the poor 
perishing world suffers 
sorely!” 
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Oswald J. Smith 

“In the Irish Revival of 1859, 
people became so weak that 
they could not get back to 
their homes. Men and women 
would fall by the wayside and 
would be found hours later 
pleading with God to save 
their souls. They felt that they 
were slipping into hell and 
that nothing else in life mat- 
tered but to get right with 
God... To them eternity meant 
everything. Nothing else was 
of any consequence. They felt 
that if God did not have 
mercy on them and save 
them, they were doomed for 
all time to come." 


Jonathan Goforth 

"If revival is being withheld 
from us it is because some 
idol remains still enthroned; 
because we still insist in plac- 
ing our reliance in human 
schemes; because we still 
refuse to face the unchange- 
able truth that ‘It is not by 
might, but by My Spirit." 
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C.H. Spurgeon 

"Oh, Brethren, it is sickening 
work to think of your cush- 
ioned seats, your chants, your 
anthems, your choirs, your 
organs, your gowns, and your 
bands, and | know not what 
besides, all made to be in- 
struments of religious luxury, 
if not of pious dissipation, 
while ye need far more to be 
stirred up and incited to holy 
ardor for the propagation of 
the truth as it is in Jesus.” 


Andrew Murray 

“There is need of a great re- 
vival of spiritual life, of truly 
fervent devotion to our Lord 
Jesus, of entire consecration 
to His service. It is only ina 
church in which this spirit of 
revival has at least begun, 
that there is any hope of radi- 
cal change in the relation of 
the majority of our Christian 
people to mission work.” 


